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15 f S - Wi i Jihefi - the e's 12 2755 3 
„ Extant "). cofitaining a _ Hiſtory. of "2368 Tents | 4 
-" fath the Generatiin or Originat of the. Worlds "its. 
Corruption by Sin; and the Puiiſhinent thereof ; its 2 6 
. eftoration by Chriſt ; the Gavernment- of Mankind both befote © 
ml after the univerſal Deluge, eſpecially” of th Meſervation of 

Phe Charch 97 in Particular Families under f Patriarch: 5 
ts @rincipally deine or, und recommended to Children t, 
Dur b, wu Nen r or ts able Worth and Uſe a Rifle ibe 'I 
E itome of all Divinity, as Moſes its Penman is called M EA. 
_ "<5 pf all Divines ; an <6 cri Examples in the Hiſto. * 

of tbe i Fathers, '0 ric to Youth to grow . 
kg" gee, » | 


and in the K e fill thyy come up to perfetr". 4 
+. len; be fle Itealur of the EET Wed chrife - - 
_ God Example ir the genuine F- good pk + — 

Jirer and geud Affecpianr. To te 4 = by 


15 H ne! 
A long fetch; abane, but by Exainp to. Vie | 


[aglech had ut don Boughs 72 * e 2 25 
ven along before; to. fire 1 4 of Mp 8 1 0 ne "0 
„ "oeple then were reach to ds Þ owed: bin The: | 


*xainple of Origen chull RG Ales det verus 2 75 exe 
that - Chr; Rs Son of * God; hen” all 25 ene 
Ponent, could not perſuade bim. rh fn ter 2 
an we bare to follow, than the Lives "of by 7. N 
And what more ihviting and inflru#i NN 
atriarchs ? wherein we have all thoſe Cl 
irtues and Graces ſo illuſtrioufly ſhining fart 
Ceaerciſed. ſo many Ages before. the- Apajil 
[1 agen our Piety,- and beget in 1 @ 
F . irtnes or which 1 obtained Crovans © 
Conſideration that ed St. Chryſoſtom, dei 
= the Methods an Rules of a Ct 
his, Sermtons the while" Book e 
wrote moſt excellent Trace upon. the | ni of 08 
Ti Putriacths, wherein be. ſhames Chriſtians, that they are. RA 
Ke of * 2 8 ſee bis 9 {Death to 


PL 


Iv... F Tue Preface. 


who Jived ſo many Ages before 3m when ot e Earth was. 
covered with the thick Darkneſs of Impiety and Tdolatry. Thi, 
ſaw Chriſt through a Glaſs darkly, but we Face to Face. a 
laſtly, St. Gregory recommends the. Patriarchs 1 
moſt Yerfe# Models of all Virtue. Abel, _ de, 5 
Innocence e Enoch, Purity of Heart : Noah, 
Righteouſneſs : Abraham, Perfedtien of 8 ws 
Chaſtity in Marriage : Jacob, Conſtancy in Labours : Ta 
the Jorgetting Injuries: And MoſK, "Sweetneſs and Meekneſs 
| the Stubborn and Rebellious, &c. From whoſe excellent Obſer va 
tun, I muſt beg leave more dae to apply my ſelf to Fe 
Readers, in giving a ſhort view of the great Advantage, hüt this 
Hiſtorical Collection of the Lives wat the Parriarchs be $0 product, 
in their way towards the Heavenly Jeruſalem. . And, 
I. Hin can you read the exemplary Innocence of righteous Abel. 
and not thence learn to awid the Society of vain \Perſons at) 
I Difſemblers, to hate the Congregation of wicked Men, and * 
 _ _ waſh your Hands in Innacency, and fo compaſs the alta of God" 
INE with St. Paul, to be blareleſs, harmleſs, boly, undefiles 


8 the Sons of God without rebuke, in the midſt bf 4 cr09 N 


eo ſe Nation, ameng whom you ſhould ſhine as Lights 
Ro in the World 2 And if you make this happy Inference, yk nee 
BK no fear the Enyy or Perſecution of a malicious Cain, but rej2ice 
>, , 3 apmuch. os you are made Partahers of Chriſt's Suffering. Fat 
If out are reproached for his Name, happy are you, e th. 
nit of Glan and of God refteth an you. 
d 2. Haw can you read the perſevering Righteouſneſs of Noa 
e was found perfelt in the time of Wrath, and became 772 
Ade e $s which 3s by Faith; but Fen Wy e to ff 
rin in the FA you profeſs, and to be watchful with 
A tance againſt Bagh/ſiiding or Apoftacy, leſt being T tf N | 
Error of the Wicked, ze fall from that Hope which 1 * 
. the Reward you expe in the Day of the V. ſus 5 i 
ing 4 Faſhion, er an evil ( tho general m th ennare. gu 
-J . Peither# following a Maltitude to do Evi 8 I muſt ae 
OE 5 N leſſened in its Nature by the 4 
Criminal; nor aoth the Number Ofgenders mi er Phan 
1 went d rd on any particular one K we 7 
How can _ read the Perfettion of of Abrahani”s Obedience 
{wherever Ga 8 the never 3 8 * Fleſb * 
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| Blood, but be emule and ambitions to became the Children of 
fo bleſſed a Father? His Faith begat his Obedience, and his Hb. 
dence became a Principle of Adtion, which. led bim to. go ; 3 
'C when God called him) not knowing whither he went; and this: 
-was imputed t0 him for Righteouſneſs. To is better than 
Sacrifice, Get Abraham's Faith, and his Obedience will accom- © © 
any it. They, like Hypocraces's Twins, live and die tage- 
s! . 8 | | _ 
4. How exemplary is the Cheflity in Marriage of bleſſed Iſaac ». * 
w.cafeful and cations is he in his choice of a ? And when; 
ufly Eliezer bad procured- bim one among his Brethren, of The 
Jame Religion and Family, how welcome is Rebeka »pon that 4 
chunt, as well as ber Beauty “ this bad mt been acceptable and | 
*delightful- to bim, without the deber attending it. Learn from Ts 
"Tfaac's Example to be prudent in your Choice before, and faithful 
wo yur Choice after Marriage, and you need not fear the Bleſſings 
f Heaven on your ſelves and your Poſterity. | r 
. How can you read the admirable . and Reſolution of _ 
Jacob, in undergoing the daily labour and pains which h Place 
Fand Calling oblig'd bim to; But you muſt learn patiently to endure 
: the toil of ſeveral Employs, while young and able, that n 
may fee comfort of it in old age? See how willing acob 
$i Cas get & Lad ) to quit his Father's Houſe, and the daily\Ca> 
ceſſes of an indulgent Mother, to caſt bimſelf on the World, and 
" Jubjeft himſelf to the Severities of a ſlaviſh Life under an auſtere. 
; Laban! How induftrious Night and Day to improve hie MaſteFs..- © 
* Intereſt He never mutters nor murmurs at the unjuſt age t 
= bis churliſh Maſter, but patiently performs his Duty for 20 re 
eres, and & this means war bleſt by Cod, and his: Fate 
"from a Staff became a double Band. Were Jacob's Example el. 
owed, Servants would became more faithful, and. Maſters mare. - 
flauriſbing : the Taverns would not be fa full of extravagant AÞ-. 
entices, nor the Maſters Till ſo thin of Coin : the Brothel:houſes* . _ 
de mure empty of Youngſters, and the Chamberlain leſs. - 
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bea gene ef Religion was planfed in bim, by bis car! er 
1 iſpute 


nowing therein, having them 


 Knowleaz nat ſuperficial and flaſhy, or by being a 


e t0 


were. His 
verge | 


* dun, but to iinbrace; and, when occaſion offer d, heap Bleſſings 
men thoſe who loaded bim with Curſes, and further their Welfare 


Len er of Evil, Do you forgive and forget, and leave the iſſue to 
mi I have curſorily run over the Benefit and Uſe of theſe Ex- 


bow away all fard and amorats Romances, and ſubwlous Hiſto« 
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a be Preface. _ © 
ese Giants, the bombaſt Atchievements of Knight Erramp 
TT Jul Netias,| cnt reaper Cs 
ceits, and fill the Heads of Children with ain, ſilly and idle 
_ © Tmaginations.” Do not think of curing the Diſeaſes of Tenorance " 


with ſuch dangerous Remedies. 2 | 


|, The Publiſher therefore of this Hiſtory-of Genefit, 

je how uſeful a Work of this Mature night be for-Schoals, hots 
it will meet with à general Acceptance. Anil becauſe the & 4 
contains many ſtupendous Myſteries, and Figures of Sacred Truths 7 
in our Chriſtian Religion, which are hidden [from the Underſtand*. 3 
+ Ingsof weak Readers, and conſequently'they-may. be apt #2 4 
e erroneoms-Conſtyultions and Im ſinter protutiomr a to prevent this,” if 
- Fhere are amexed ſuch pious. and edifying Explications, az ſerve ä 
 iMluſirate every Story, und make them intellgible to the meaneſt 
_ Eajdolghy (i 067 IDA to! 2 ot OT IVA bile, <1 2 ru 
And that it maybe accompanied with Pleaſure i well #s Profit; i 
Al itbe Hiſtories are lively illuſtrated with Figures.”  Chitdren , 
naturally delighted with PiSures and Emblems ; and ave much 
eliſied by ſeeing the Circumſtances delineated, and made viſible 
' and familiar to them. It helps them to remember the Story's \the 1 
ſometimes every Circumſtance of a Story (otherwiſe very mate» 
rial ) be not wholly expreſt, as being eanfined ts d are , 
paſs, Theſe Figures ſerve as it were for - a Li- | 
reflect upon the Underſtanding, wherein the Child i delighted” # 
View the particular Tranſattions of each Hiſtory. © 80 that theſe 

Sculptures ſerve for Profit as well - Orviament,-and Inſifultien as 
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. mer the Engliſh-Nariowe Both by d. B. Alem B. B., 
gBiographia Eccieſiaſtica, or the Lives of the moſt eminent 
Fathecs of the Chriſtiau Church who flouriſh'd during the four 
- firſt Centuries, and part of the fifth. Adorn d with all their Ef- 


man ſe Ages, in 2 Vol. 


- Jogils; wich Moral and Political Reflections on them, in 2 Val. 
oy Dr. Duncei's. Mholeſom Advice againſt. the Abufes. af hot. 
Liquor, Coffee, ea G.. 

A Practical Diſcourſe, occaſion d by the Death of Ki am; 
herein a Character af him is g giyen, - With a Poerical 5 
* 1 ente: The 2d Edit.. 
% 8 with the Eſfigies of all their Kings, 2 
* * 1 oy with Alls Map of it. 


che Turks, wich the Effigies of all the Emperors, 
And 0/8 Map of all their Dominions, 2 vol. | 


* 


8 - the Eftigies of ſeveral great Men. 
bas Syſtem ol Divinity, tranſſated from the tat * 
„n Whole Dury, or cheRule of a Chriſtian's Lite. au 
celan. 5 
Pliays Panegyrick on che Emperor Zr done into Eng 
b George Sigh £19; and dedicated to. * 
nber. 


3 ; 5 e viſion; or 2ProſpeR Death, Heaven ang Hell with 
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34S q which is added, a Diſcourſe ee. Thee, of 
-A. Golleftwn;of Fables taken from che woſt celebrated Mycho+ 


Princes Sophia of 


5 7 Deſcriprion of che Reſurrettion and Day of Judgments! ay 
Eo * . of the e 1 0 the ee wit f 
_ "A radilared | — pl 


Rhetorica — — 4 „Latin Rhetorick, N tte de- 1 
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an Earth) in Overciſt of this e 
chen Form, and void o 
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i 5 N e Hi of Genefis. 88 
3 * Holy pen obſcrves that God compleated this great Work | [ 
in /ix Days. In the Firſt, after the Creation of the Heaven ; 
F, and Eat he cammanded, There ſhould be. Light. In the 
|=. -Sccond Day he made the Fhmament, ro which he gave the 
Name of Heaven. In the Third, he divided the dry Land | 
from che Waters, and gathered them together into one place, 4 
aud he called them Sea. He next commanded that the Eartn 
pfrimng forth every Herb, and Fruit · Trees, whoſe Seed were in 
themſelves, to multiply and increaſe after their ſeveral kinds. | 
In the Fourth Day, God made the two Great Luminaries of 
Heaven, the Sun to rule the Day, and the Moon to rule the | 
| 


Night; and by their Out ſe and Motion to govern and diſtin- 
guiſh Times and 3 Years, - Months, and Days. He | 
the e t ſet them in che Firmament of | 
le farch their rwinkling Light in the | 
A er! be wy | 
dite to fenfirive;” . Senſe.” He begins with 
the aters, and from rhonsfrmerk Animab with Life and © - | 
}: Hence he produierth an iofinite-Number of Vn of . 
Find and five, and commands chem to increaſe and 
1b tlie eee e that of Fav!, 
Waters brotight forth, and were created the oe . 
| IS to fill the Air wich Tnlithicancs.” In the | 
6.8 the Earth nor tb bring forth; as it 
"7 fl tione before, opts hey bur har hving-Creatures, | 
1H _ according t thei ſeveraF Species, ſhould now be her Product = 
. e chis ſame Day it was his Divine Will te create , - | 
"ot the aft and moſt perfekt of all his Works, and for whom 
- he Jad made alt the reft ; fince among ſo many and fo excellent 
| 8 £5, chere mas none but Men.capable of. knowing and 
Ws, hie Creator. In the Seventh Day God. reſted. from his 
9 Wy ole Wherefore he heffowed ant confectired Te. There is 
"FN 90 mention of Angels through the whole Deſcription of che 
i: tion $f. che World, which Moſes wrote; bur the 'Haly 1 * 
* © Pathers have believed chey were created when God pronaqun- 
+ . "6d thoſe words, Let there be Light. And therefore RE . 
undlerſtaads chis Scparation wiuch God made of 
Firth e 15 7 0 r of the 8 
Ny e Kom. ne was pleaſed to ler ws? 83 
We 'begintiing'of che World, and in the moſt Steller 3% 
7: hp 0 N 5 * = 
| 85 A e 
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the Perfe&tion of all Felicity: That ler a Creature becometie- po” : 
yer ſo great | Favourite of Heaven, and be advanced to ag bk 


ho him, God would throw hem down headlong Fond the: 
| of Mifery and Ruin. And as he has given us in nis + 3 


"The Hiſtory of Sens. © 


tious Degree of 'Grearneſi7 yet God requires he ſhould Gone 
tinue to render him all duc Regung and humble Submüſſtan . 
and that thoſe whoſe Ingratitude ſhpuſ@ make them prefnne 4 
to attribute to themſelyes hut hey Had itmmediately re . 


of all their Splendor and Happineſs, into the utmoft Abyſs 75 


Angels an everlaſting Pattern of that þ idelity and 9 
we owe to him, it is his Will, that che afrighrirg Eſtate ite 
which the rebellious Angels are miſexably fallen, ſhonld be 8 4 


4 Trumpet to ſound always in our 50 Te fieths they 5 
7 and giveth Grace to the fee 2 Ts 1 
> 136 p 4 wr 143.8 
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ter God. had. waa out of Nothing 
the Heaven, the Earth, and the Sea, 
2 "a ro give the World its Proprietor or Lord, 
had. made Man according to his own Image 
and Likenek, and breathed into him the Breath of Life, he 
þ placed lim in the Garden of Eden; a Paradiſe of Delights, 
which himſclt had planred, and wherein flouriſned all char 
could be deſired in Frees, either excellent to the Taſte, or 
pleaſant to the Sight. In che midſt of this Paradiſe was a 
3 Tree called rhe Tree of Life, and another called -the Tree of 
F Knowledg of Good and Evil. God, having placed the Man 
in-this garden, to the end he mighc imploy himſelf cherein, 
to Areſs (ſays the Scripture) and keep it, was pleaſed to give 
him an occafton of teſtifying his Obedience and Fidelity, and 
ng the Author of his Being ſee how he delighted in 
his Dependence on him as his Sovereign, and that he acknow- 
| Jedged himſelf accountable ro God for all he enjoyed. Where- 
fore he gave him a Command, in it ſelf moſt juſt, and very 
-— eaſy- to cnecute; Eat ( ſays God to him) of all the Trees _ 
"thou ſeeft in #þis Garden; but touch not of the Tree of Knowledg 


CY 0 and l for in the Day thou eateſt thereof, this ſhalt 
fate lyſaje. Then he cauſes every Living Creatute he had cre- 

, come. unto” Adam, in order to his giving them their 

Ive: 3 which he did by calling every Beaſt by a 

ited out irs Nature and Properties. Herehy 

15 oiout his Soul was in his Innocency, full of ſpark - 
74 diſcern the ſmalleſt Print in the Book, of Nature, 

; 7 Rowe over. the vaſt Volume, and give by a_ Name 

f FE. 715 Glo Upon every 9 and a conciſe Epitome f their 
Nai Miſtories.] Adam being yet done without 2 

1 Held nest for 555 850 caſts him into 2 Diving Slumber, 
1 Holy Scripture calls a Trance, or deep Sleep, or Ra- 
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I Ni the Fleſh inſtead thereof: God having formed Wo- 

4 man che Rib he had taken from Adam, brings her unto 

him, © Ada ſeeing her, ſaith, This is Bone of "my Bon, mY 

2 of ny "Fleſb ; and in the Sequel of all e ve 
all leave his Father and his Mother, and ſpalt cle 

Lab. they ſhall. be 1 = more twain, but one Fleſh 

| 39m poiared out 1 lt * chat AEM hls ce 
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© "The Hiſtory of Genes. 
10 paſs a long time after in the Second; ahd the Holy 


thers tell us, That this Sleep of Adam was the Type dr Fix 
gu'e of Jeſis Cbriſſ's fleeping on the Croſs. Fot then the = 
Church was form'd b ＋ Chriſt; and the Water and Blood 

t. of his open Side, are the Fountain from 

which the Sacraments flow. The Divine Bridegroom 'abay-.. 
doning in ſome ſort his Father in Heaven, came upon Earth tg 
knit and join himſelf for ever with his Bride; and having made 
us worthy of a Union by an ineffabſe Marriage, he now fays 
moſt truly of his Church, as Adam ſaid of Eve, Thi is Heſbb 


which iſſued out 


of my Fleſh, and Bone of my Bone. 1 
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7 The Hiſtory, of Geneſis. 
Hen Adam and Eve began to enjoy the 
, "Ber ci, Pleaſures and Delights of Paradile, | 
2 55 WG the Devil, who was already fallen by his 4ride, 
„ upd couſd not endure the Loyalty and Fidèliry 
51 theſe two innocent Creatures, which he ſaw chem humbly = 
Pay to their God in a Body taken from the Firth, Which he had \ 
dot done In Heaven in the Excellence of his Spiritus Nature, 
45 reſdi yes to aſſault them, and to deſtrey in the 
Bud the whole Race of Mankind that might be derived from 
their Loins. For this end he makes uſe of the Serpent, as the 
1 re ſubtle of all the Beaſts. of the Field; and believing he 
* 4 2 t more eaſily prevail over the Woman, he addrefle: himſelt 
fir 


do her, and accoſts her with this infinuating Interroga- 
3 try : Why bar not God permitted, you to eat ( without Diſtinc- 
„ in) of all the Fruits of this Garden? Eve (inſtead of reject- 
* his impoiſoned Diſcourſe, and refuſing even to lend an 
1 5 to n how much ſhe deteſted Diſobedience 
* 5 ifloyalty to God) terurns the Seducer this Anſwer, 
3 We have indaad the Liberty of eating freely of 
"tobe Treas ibis Gerden, but God hath ſtrictly forb denn 
de touch che Fynit of this Nee, left we tie. The Devil, 
n found eutragee ito her Saul, ꝓreſuùmes ro Mure 
allt theeexpreds Work of God, Thar that ſhould not 
2 he kad the dating Boldnefs co attribute chis Iajun- 
cee odd co 2 baſe Jealouſy; Co knows (lays he) that in 
eee kat of rds fruit, your Eyes ſhall be opened, and you 
. hall be as Gods. Eve ſuffers her ſelf to be ſeduced by theſe 
2 3 aud beginning to fail already in her Heart, 
yo too long in examining and viewing the Fruit, 
er Ruin: For inſtead of withdrawing her 
+ om it, ASA unn . PIES her, ſhe on the. 
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F © ihe Ss have well obſerved, "RR OP: "jp 
_ waſds had on the Punghil ; becauſe Adam preferred his e- 
venting the trouble or which he might have cane iro if 
his by 2- flat Refuſal, before his 9 to he 
Ly '6f God, by wichſtand ing her offer, and continurng Ned- 7 
= Obedience and Innocence. This was 
Which fince has had, and ever will have ſuch 4- 


This is thit which 5s called Ori that A | 
hg ye paced Children in che Father, makes $7: 
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; la xo Death cven re we have any being. O how o 
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- eh grains admire che immenſe Mercy and Goode 
Phyſician who came co heal this deep 
; we to have ſuch continua Apprebehficacar 2 
ends of Man's Fall, as to reject wich dee 
of che Devil! who not being 2 
Cainging, which had de = 
, does de daily endeavour by a thouſand-ways rol "IS 
| whatfoever we do, rho it be | 
God? s poſitive 8 and what he hath. abſolarely - 72 
bidden in his Word, we ned fear no Evil, But a5 Fu F 
remembted, tllat che Threatnings of God were true, ap the 
Promiſes of the Devil falſe ; ſo ought we likewiſe tone £99 
ledp, chat the Threarniogs which God denounces. on u$h0w7 5 
are very true, and that the falſe; Interpretations with wyhich 
che Devil colours them to ſhife them off, are but his yeigaud + > 
fruitleſs Contrivances, wherewirl he endeavoury 7 aue 
the TRAD r the Father. 
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aehening the Underſtanding, and quickning the Mind, 
We” 4 nerefore-immediacely upon their Fall they begin to bluſh, 
ame dictates a Means how they may cover ͤ themſeives, 
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de curious Workniaauſnip of Aprons: made of 'Fig-Legyes, 
Frans, this external Covering could not hide their internal 


Hui gad Horror; for anon they hear the Voice; of God 
-.- walking in the- Gatden, and inſtead of being rayithed; with 
Joy, as they always had been at- the bleſſecl Approach of 
their, glorious Creator, being accuſtomed to talk familiarly 
ir kim, chey now run to hide chemſelves from his Pre- 
eue. Gockcalls Adam, and asks him, Where art thou ? Adam 


E--. anſiwers him, That becanſe le war nalæd, he was afraid to appear 
ere him. Cod cxpoſtulates the Caſe With him, and charges 


um with His Dicgbedtence, as the ſole Cauſe that made him 
„nierten he was naked: Adam excuſes himſelf, and unkindly 
ii Wiſe; alledging he had offended by being deceived 
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ie, he had given him che Fruit, and he did cat. GG 
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|” her Seed ſholwld. one day bruiſe his Head. Then God pros * * 2 
| "oft rounces Semence on the other two Criminals, and condevins © 3 
| 6 —_ em to punifhmenr, the Smart ot which is but ro en- 8 — 
ſſbly felt at this day. Io the Womas he faid, I wil great); 
| 4 mutt Fer . thy Sorrow and thy Conception; in Sorrow ſratt"thoy bring © + - 3 


- forth Children, and thou ſhalt be ſubjett to thy Husband. To: 
Adam he ſaid, That fince he bad preferred the Voice of his Wike | 
before the Ward of God, the-Earth ſhould be accurſed ſot his 
Sake; Thoyns and Thiſtles ſpall it bring forth to thee; N the: 2 4 
e | Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat thy Bread, until tho. -retury #0; a0 
_ the Ground from whente thu waſt taken. After ieh % 
gave them Coats of Beaſts Skins, and cloth'd them [ihews- £1 
ing the. Plainneſs' and Modeſty. Adam's Sons ſhould obſetwe i i 
| - their Apparel] and adding as it were a Raillery and Dee — 9 
to his 514 Pu Puniſhment, he ſays; Behold, now Adam 5s become | 
+ , to. know Good and Evil ; left then he ſhauld eas +5 % 
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E the Tree of Life, and live for ever, let us hinder any. füt 
8 to it. Therefore he drove them out of the Garden”: a A 

| lights, and placed Cherubims, and à Flaming Sword e = r8 

| | keep the Way of the Tree of Life, Thus they, Ed | — 
| b oy Paradiſe, to go and lament their Sin and their, fea 
ed: +: 1 in ſome other Part of che Earth. And here they figd- 
[1-88 — and bitter Entertainment; for the Earth bereft k I 
| © » its firſt fryirſalQualiry, in is free production of "what Sicher A 
1 | Nesceſſity or Pleaſure could deſire, now brings forth me Tf 
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de curious Workmatiſhip of Aprons made of Fig: leaves. 
N 9 external Covering could not hide their 2 
Sui and Horror; for anom they hear the Voice . 
| walking in the Gatden, and inſtead of being rayiſh _—_ 
Sh Joy, as they always had been ac. the bleſſed 14 0 

their, glorious Creator, being-accuſtomed to tal ny — y 
> Girhrhim; chey now run to hide chemſelves n, iis 4 
+ ſence,” Gock calls Adam, and asks him, Where art thou! Adam 
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aſe he was nal p id to appear 
3 bim. That becanſe he was naked, be was afraid to a 
| - pgs "God cxpoſtulates the Caſe wich him, and charges 


uscderſtand he was naked: Ad am excuſes himſelf, and unkindi) 


. | har: She excuſes: fer 
Aas Woman, Why ſne had done that. * Iz Tn ang 
5 toying die baut on the Serpent. Fur Godi rom 
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089 1 bis . and to eat the As > Earth all his Days; and and al | 
toretels him, That as he had feduced and beguiled the Woman, 
her Seed ſhould. one day bruiſe his Head. Then God pro- 
- rounces Sentence on the other two Criminals, and condemns / Fog 
cach of them to puniſhmenr, the Smart of which is but roo ſen- WE 
ſbly feſt at this day. To the Womag he faid, I wif great 
multiply thy Sorrow and thy Conception; in Sorrow ſhalt thou bring 
6 forth Children, and thou ſhalt be ſubje# to thy Husband, To... 

Adam he ſaid, That fince he had preferred the Vole of bis Wife + 
before the Word of God, the Earth ſhould be accurſed for his 
Sake; Thorns and Thiſtles ſhall it bring forth to thee; In fle 
4 Sweat of thy Face ſhalt thou eat thy Bread, until thou. -return o 4." 

the Ground from whente thou waſt taken. After Wich G 2 
gave them Coats of Beaſts Skins, and cloth'd them Cen- 
" ing the. Hainneſs and Modeſty Adam's Sons ſhould obſerve. in 
| 3 their Apparel] and adding as it were a Raillery and Derifign Fs 4 
co his juſt Puniſhment, he ſays ; Behold, now Adam is e A 
+ * as ong of us, to. know Good and Evil , leſt then he ſhould edt 1 
E the Pee Life, and live for ever, ler us hinder any füture 3» 
Acceſs to it. Therefore he drove them out of the Garden e . 
of Delights, and placed Cherubims, and a Flaming Sword o 8 
keep the Way of the Tree of Life, Thus they, wander 4 
from Paradiſe, to go and lament their Sin and their fact 5 

_ Miſery in ſome other Part of the Earth. And here they . 

but ſharp-and bitter Entertainment; for the Earth bereft. t 

its firſt fruitſul Quality, in its free Production of what sicher 
Neceſſity or Pleaſure could defire, now brings forth 8 6 
but Briars and 7 1 fic c 2 the 
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| which they had e * 
ap had xy t upon themlcifes;/ * d 
3 they could make 1 far better 
Experience, and che glorio } 
and which others cannot concei v g 
. by of a profound Sorrow and Griek; | 
innumerable Offfpring which ſhow de der ff 
Lei and of which "They kad been the crug}- Pa 85 8 
ceſſ lest very Souls. And thus as they been the fir 1 | 
17 thang: of Sin and 3 they beeaing ine fr 5 7 1 
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I AR | Bur of chis where i 1s — © | 
* {Wo | ion may be given #5 indiice Men 
dd believe, that Sanctiflcarion flows. from tlie ame Foun- 
tain whence Sin ſprings. All Mankind are infinſtel) obl; 2 
5 that bleſſed; Saviour and Mediator, who has made oY 
tor Man wh his Father's Jufhice on Juch advantageous Con- 9 
dirions. And indeed twas the Proſpect of this future Reſtitu- | 
"fiohtand Satisfaction, that was the only fole Conſolation a ' 
= Comfort of eas Eve in their Grief and e 1 8 


"xl bh 2 1 f 1 
E n 
þ FOO 833 2 1 ters 
The Aurder of OM r : 
„ | 


— 


[ will, 
n 
g o - 
, : : . 
5 —— 1 
” 
- . n LET) + = 0 * = 
87] TILED: - 
9 = = = = 
ö ? 9 "WE 
+ 4 _— A 
, 8. =- * 4 
- . « * 
9 " * %. * 
bo - * " 
a w . 
" 1 


0 8 85 cs 0 a 5 be 
4 n of as os us . 
el, e -£ wen n 7 
1 5 IN CSR inp = 
9925 s 5. 


. e min by 


* ** n þ 4 8 
: 0 he! & 4 bg * , * > * * 1 8 2 434% . % * 
7 . * * 81 1 > \ oP . Y & 1 1 3 —ꝗ— 9 
81 | & 218 ny Ys * 2 3 
338 - 2 e 77 aan 4 b 


* 
84 
1 


1 * 
* 


* 


* 


"x 
"ey 
4 N |. . * 
. . 2 
o Da 


it: ihn ben God a5 kd | 
| xt ECT he belly an oo we oy we eps. ' 36 T 4 


F — — . 
, . Y * 8 1 * 
* 1 N > 7 s N 3 > þ d 
: : 4 — 
* 


"The 22 . 1 
2 Senſe of Gat Ommnipreſence,, tÞplied Es - M0 
Juſtice, and was addided to rhe exerłiſe of Virtue, and fairh- 
iully ſerved: God, he kindles in che Breaſt of his Brother 
Cain a eruel envy and haired againſt him. Abel. who.was A 


keeper of Sheep, offers it Sacrifice to God the beſt and futteſt 
of his Fold; and Cain ho emplbyed himſelf in eue 


* 


1.4 and planting che Ground; prefenrs che Fruits of his Labour.” * 


But as God ſam in Caim che venomous Envy with which he 
Heurt was fill & againſt his Brother, be abhorted his Sacrifiee,: 65 
and on che'comrary aceepred the Oblation of 4be!, Aud , 


| * more God ceſtity d his * Pleaſure and Affe 10 to Abel, rhe moe 


Hatred and Averſion Cain cpnceived againſt him. And 8 
we: ſee the firſt T or Figure of what ſhould happen in eve- 77 
ry. Sueceſſion Is hs - Chnrch;" where che Good ſhould: bs 
Oblig 4 te Rye among che Witked; and to. ſuffer their Avets 
Tot add Inzuſtices, God being willing by bis Word mw ae 
heat chis Heart thus poifor'd with Euwy, 2 Cain, WHy 2 
| ſuffered himſelf to be deje led by Melancholy, which. made n. 8 
Inf pale and thin ? ſince if he did well, he ſhould be Sc 3 
ret and receive che Fruit of it; and if he did ill, Sn Front Ps. 


lie at his o Door, and redound'iro His Own. Hurt, wichen 


. teſpett either to the Good or Evit f others in any +” 

But St; Gregory! well obferves, T Har the Word. 8 Gl 

it ſelf zs — — Mi Souls ſwolo wich E chat 
Sovereign Remedy which heals all other Evits, 'does 8 1 
_ afperaterhis,” and render it more malignant. The Paſhoh Th 1 
wrath vf Cain continues to grow and augn ment it ſelf again W . 
Brother, tho he could Fd no faulr 1 in fi is Comportment, 

. Goodneſs and Sanctity ever appear d thraughaut Mis Whole 7 
Life: and counterfeiting a great, Satisfaftion An his Convexſa? H; 44 
tion, invites him to a Walk inte the Fields; Come ({ays be? be 
let us * forth, and'recreate our ſelues in the pleaſant green FA 


* Nures..: Abel is content, and follows him with a Spirit of bn 6 "o 


far from entertaining the leaſt thoughts of e 
Ports of Anger wich Which his Brothet Wie movid e ans. 
* cens d. 5 i a ant both in the tim ns 
1 Wt 3 nd Loye 5 im, t 
n 1 55 alt him and killg Fim. Met * 
Crim who ES neue and open'd ut his hes ee 

im, Where Nas Wel 8 
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Was, l be wa not his Keeper, nor obliged to take” care of 


him or his, Concerns.” Bur God was, pleaſed by cls firſt 


. -Examplg of Blood unjuſtly ſhed, to teach all ſucceeding A- 
ges, That be would be the Revenger of Innocent Perſons unjuſtly | 


perſecuted by their Brethren : He therefore charges hame upon 
Cain che Crime he had committed, and tells him, The Voice of 
bis Brother's Blood came up even unto Heaven. He proteſts, That 
becauſe he had imbrued his hands in the Blood of his Bro- 
ther Abel, he ſhould be accurſed from the Face of the Earth, 
and be a Fugitive and a Vagabond all the days of his Life. 
Ihe holy Fathers have always looked upon the Beach of Abel, 
as a Figure ot the Death of 7eſus Chriſt, and of the Chriſtians 
perſecuted by their own Brethren : YE 908 upon this hor- 
rn of Adæm's Sons, as 


Apprehenſions they ought to entertain of his Sin ; t teach 
them, That tho they have caſt off all fear of God, and all 
Tenſe of Religion, yet they ſhould 3 leaſt decline the Imita- 
"tion of his Envy and Hatred in petſecuring their Brethren, 
nor ſuffering Anger and Wrath to have the leaſt entrance into 
their Souls, ſince their inward Averſion alone makes them 
Nurderers in their Hearts, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) tho it 
breaks not forth into open Violence, and they do not imbrue 
their hands in their Blood. And on the other ſide, the true 
Diſciples of Chriſt ſtould not fear to be expoſed to Perſecu- 


1 tion and Injuſtice in this World; becauſe, as St. Gregory ſays, 
fie refuſes to be an Abel, who will not e ſuffer 'the * and Vis- 


* of Cain. 
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tion of the Thoughts of - 
almoſt diſowning the leaſt Footſteps or Marks in them gf his 
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ſolves utterly to exterminate and deſtroy Map, en 
- every living Creature that was any way inſected with 

- ragionof his Sin. But in this Deluge of 1 "es one 
found who ſtill retained his Innocence aun Piety. es 
found Grace in the Eyes of the Lord x and i God was moſt. 
| incenſed againſt the World, he became the Revonciler of it, 
| 
| 
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\ as the Scripture ſpeaks, and was ordained to Hinder that che 


his Reſolution to puniſn the Earth by a Univerſal Deluge; but 

that as he had found him rightequs in his Sight, ond 
.. preſerve lim during the 8 other Neu, Ehr ad 
5 e Kimſelf trom their Sin. He orders him to 5 
Arkj\ave ſhews him moſt exactly Ali che Meaſures and Propor--- 
EE * 9 15 hen the True e 
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 Workmanſhip, he repented that he had made Man, wn ine 
nouree the Earth by his Vices; whereas he Was created tc by 5 
the Glory and principal Ornamenc of ic. He therefore Va 75 Fo 


World periſhed not wholly. God therefore dedares'ro him 8 | 


As * 2 * Dre f * 8 E 9 
q 4 we Ss Y . 5 3 * a . } 
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mid with thereft of che. Creatures. Naß did aft tft God | 


commanded him. He applied himſelf to the framing of the 
Ark, which was a hundred Years. in building; and the Inſen- 
© Nibleneſs and Stupiqi d e vn by the Men of that Time, while 
they ſaw this Seruuze erecting, and; very welt knew the Occa- 
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ſion of its making, Without taking the leaft-yoriee.of ig or 


being careful to amend their Difordets, , # Chriſt, ſays, the 
Figure of the Dulnefs and In ſenſibleneſꝭ of Chiſtiams, who 
© knowing che Evils with which” God thredtens them ar the 
* Day of Judgment, nevertheleſs continue in their Sim with- 
out breaking chem off by Repentaace ; the Wrath of God 
mall upon them unuwares, and they fhall be ſurpri- 


zech as thoſe Men were by the Deluge. God, who nawillmp- - 


ly and wich tegrer puniſhes Sinners, lets us always ſee ſome 


Marks of his Goodneſs in the midſt of his hotteſt Wrath: 


And we ſee here, that he warns Men fo long before their 
Ruin comes, only to bring them to a Sight and Senſe of their 


ad Condition, that by a timely and feafonable Repenrance 


they might prevent it. And he daily conrinnes rhe fame thing 
in chreatning Men with the Rigor and Severity of his Judg- 
ment to come; That if they contemn his Warnings now, as 


they did · deſpiſe and flight them gen, che great number of.. 
Sinners ſhall not hinder the Cerrattty of their Puniſnument. i 


Nie lets us plainly fee, by. the Univerſal Deſtruction in this De- 
+ Tuge, that he ſpares not Sinners, even when the whole World 


3 is filled with them; and that when Men have long contemned 
bis Merey, they will at laſt fall under the Severity of his 
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F ; Tool prope e 
teures he had ordered bim to bring; into che Ak: Her 
manded him to take of every cleatt Beaſt Seven Pair, And eg? 
thoſe which were unclean but Two Pair, - When lie ee 
cured eheſe Orders, Noah enters into the Ark with Wis. Wies 


: Vives and as ſoon as they were entered in the Holy Keri 7 
wee obſerves, that God ſhut the Door of the Ark * I E 
1M the Flood-gazes of Heaven ue opened ad; with 
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a imperuous raging force poured down upon the Earth, and 
2 3 Dod ud the Run to deſcend with great Violence for we 
pace of forty Days and forty Nights, The Waters came 
® down from Heaven in ſuch an amazing Abundance,. that over- 
„ . flowed che whole World, covered all the Face of the Earth,, 
: prevailed 4nd mounted qver the higheſt Hills, and 'covered , 
the moſt lofty towring Mountains, fiſteen Cubits. Every 
Man, every living Creature upon the Earth, and every Fowl 
of the Air periſhed in this Inundarion ; and every ching in 
- Whoſe Noſtrils was the Breath of Life, was choked in the Wa- 
ters. But when all rhings thus periſhed, the Ark alone ſa- 
ved thoſe who were ſhuk up in it; the Waters of the Flood 
could not overwhelm ber, and all the Violence and Force 
ieh which they poured themſelves on the Earth, ſerved but 
fit her up che more towards Heaven. And now the Men, 
who had before: but derided and laught at a Flood, condemn - 
their own Folly; and their Ruin that was now become inevi- 
© table, appeared the more formidable, and ſenſible, in chat 
they had ir in their Power once to have prevented it, and 
'$ +4 neglected and fhghted the Cccaſion. It has been obſerved 
by che Holy Fathers, That this Ark was apparently the Fi- 
gure of the true Church, which is the only Ark wherein we 
y find Salvation. The vaſt Bulk of tlüs Building which 
was carried upon the Waters, and that gathering together of 
all Sores of living Creatures, clean and unclean, points out to 
us che Extent. of the Church throughout the whole World: 
aul the Calling of ſo many Nations and People, differing a- 
mong themſelves in their Ways and Actions, and in the di- 
= Yethties of their Nanners, ſhews that God (who will have 410 
Dien to be ſaved) would reunite them ene day in his A hum 
oer Sanduary, that rhey might find one common Salvation, 
ug eſcape one common Shipwrack. The Wood and the ly 
Pater plainly denote two grand Myſteries : The Water that 
A Baptiſm, which waſheth us from our Sin, as the Deluge 
purified, the World from its Abominations; and the Wood, 
the Crofs of gut Saviour, who hath: ſaved the whole World, 
= and is ſtill to this Day the only Hope of Chriſtians, who do not 
«expe Salvation but from his infinite Price. Thus it pleaſed 
= God to give ps Figure of his Holy Church, in this Ark, 
Which ferveil for a Reſtitution and Rene wing of che World... 
e Qicieady lee whe e 
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God, who hs cauſed us to come into it, chere to fave our” 
felves from the Deluge of. Errors and In;quities which oe 
whelm the World. Here we may have ſome Fears, Rete h 
may endure ſome Scandals and Evils (as the Holy Fathers abs + 
| * ſerve), here we may weet with ſome Troubles within,” ue 
4 there is no Saſtation any where elſe ; and he why is not "in the | | 
| Ark, ſhall njallibly wi by the Bad. Bis ER 
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The e going out nf the Ark The Rainbow, Gen. g. 


Fl 


Ti! 


IA : 


Wu? 


nieht 


* 4 
x 0 * , 1 
\ a += \ _ \ 
© J - © . 4 - A 0 5 * 
\ — N. % J » 1 - 7 ws! k 
| - a 4 RY U — g : N 
| in — = r PO - 7 — of 1 » 
. T4. — * 1 75 2 ; TV . = R 
| V4 it x - - ' 1 * * , 
\ N * 0 8 = o _ ö 
- — 1 N - | 0 
0 >, A N = : 7 4 I 44 = 
* = * N þ — — . þ 
= «0 eY i) N — = 1 5 
| 4 — - N 8 - 2 . — a a - — 1 
f N 8 N — i, 
\ \ - - 
” — * * \ A. . y 4 — * 2 . _ = * 5 
ff — 5 * o o 7 
0 - - . # — — i. 4 - l — 4a FAS. 
| N . $ - 2 4 — ” 
— — 8 . — 4. —— ; — . 
] ” — — — x © x b - — 
- — o — N \ ol A f 
= 3 * . ) : 4 - 
— — — — — — \ © * 0 
— — — 
4 8 Sw. ©. = E — F 
— * — 9 — 7 K 
— _— = 3k 2 —— þ : . 
= = — 4 — — — — _— m * a - — Fl 
; — — . — — — 
. 1 —— — — — — - : = % _— 1 » 
Wat "_ | : = 
| a ' 5 7 
8 
: 
| \ 
: . 
* 
| 


# | God — Noah, and every 

He cauſeth à great Wind to n 3 pal 058 
Wich made the Waters begin to 
fte Seyenth Monch after che beginning of the 1 „ 
reeſſed on che Mountains of Armenia, which . dravas. "mi 
n che th indo ebe 7 
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de. Miſtory of denn... 
* the Ark, and ſends forth a Raven; who being in Scripture | 
the Figure of a Sinner, cafily and readily. returned into the 

{ 


Ark. But Wah ſeven. Days after ſends forth 4 Dove likewife, + 
Who finds no reſt for the ſole of her Foot without the Ark; ¶ N 
afety to the Soul but in the Arms of Chriſt, and the Embraces of 


A Saviour ; no. reſt to a Dove-like Spirit, but in the Ark of the 
= Covenant, ) The Water ſtill covering«he Earth, ſhe returns to 
him again; and going forth ſeven Days after, ſhe brings to 
Woh an Olive-branch in her Bill, as a Token of God's Recon- | 
- Citation with the World, and that che Puniſhment his Juſ- | 
* N N was now determined. Noah perceived by this 
green Brancit, that the Waters were retired, and the Earth 
fflreed from tlie Deluge. He removes the | 
Tear of the Covering of the Ark, and looks, and beholds 
| Wort 165% the Face of the Ground was dry; and after | 
. » Before Chriſt he had received an expreſs Order from God, 
Children, and all that was with him, having 
been there a whole Year after his firſt Entrance into it, du: 
- Aingpall which time che Deluge continued. The firſt thing 
aa immediately upon His coming out, was to erect an 
=” Alt co che Lord, and offer a Sacrifice to him of every clean \ 
! 
| 


. 12 Of. ever) clean 'Fow! Which was in the Ark, in 
Ack wledgment bf ſo particular a Protection in that general 
" Defruftion of: the World, God is pleaſed with his Sacrifice, 
and *promiſes- never. to curſe the'Ground any more for the Sins f 
Mankind. | He bleſſes Nozh and his Children, and bids cem 

people che World. He imprints à Fear and Dread of them 

upon every Living Creature in the Earth, and gives them aff 
abſokite'Righr over them, and a Liberty to make them their | 
Food and Nouriſhment; which till then had not been done: 1 
2s tie had before. given them the Fruits and Herbs for 
| 


at, he now. confirmed their Privilege and enlarged it. 
He makes an everlaſting Covenant wich Noah and his Chil- 
dren, and will have the Rainbow t6 be che Foken of it, to \ 
che end chat every time it appeared, he might remember the 
Covenant he had made with them, and the Waters ſhould'no- 
more become a Flood to deſtroy the Earth. God his effectu- 
uh temembredd ir, and ſince this firſt Deluge we have hot feen 


- 
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ay like it, cho our Sins are no leſs heinous and pI 
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of God are yg He way pleaſed toe make ONES Me 4 


Vivacity of its Colours to ſhine upon all Parts © the Fam, 4 x4 


Theſe Colours, thus ſparkling and reſplendem, 
Holy Father) che fandry Graces which G e 


nate on the remembrance of thoſe paſt Pell which Rad 
the ſweer and delightful Air, without fear of A baden 


nifeſtation of his Wrath agaiaſt Sinner, and the of. 
his Diſpleaſure 1 in this one grand Puniſhment, to ſhew, 

his Power is not lmited to Time, and that he can eaſily I- 
terminate and deſtroy every Sidner oi of the World, tho 
at preſent he corrects them with Inviſible Paniſhments. is 
Bow is. the Pledg of his Goodneſs towards us; and he ean- 
mands us in rhe-Seriprure, That when, we "delsld is, we ; 
ſhould Bleſs bim that made it. But God forbid, ſaith e n, 
broſe, that by this Rain- Bow, which God: makes here che To- - 
ken of his Covenant with Man, we ſhould underſtand ohly 
that which we ſee with our Eyes: in à time of Rain. Thats 
which the Bow- figures ro us, is the Church, hne is in 2 *. 


reſpect already in Heaven, and which cauſes the Bri hwek And 
in the midſt of thoſe thick and gloomy Clouds ee e 


Ad bo e 4 
his Divine Bride, who is faithful in acknowfedging chat 2 
proceed from God, whom ſhe adores as the true Jun chat en. 
lightens her, and renders her glorious and ffluftyioug in he bh 
Eyes of Men; and who is not only an everlaſting Ton, bn 


even an Incercefſor oe the Reconcitiarion of God wich he In 4 
World, 230M „„ 
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Cham corſed by his Fahy, Gat: 95 8 1 f A 


T Oi ſooner was God's Cube fene fram the Far 
and Noah and his Sons woos fr l Congnemen 
. 


and had begun to coticemplare on the Mercy of Godg4 
edd and cleanſed the corrupted Earth, fo that no e 


contagious Vapours; I ſay, no ſooner had this frag "0 
2 ſtrauge and ſurpriving Xecident felt out, the Fes us 4 4 
how far the Corruption of Mankind carries it i, * 2 1 
113 of, on 55 IEG Emir wed. 
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Ak, and whom God had reſerved, that he might repeople 
the World by chem, there was one, who having merited the 
© Curſe ot his Father, drew upon himſelf that of God. too; 


became the Father of an Unhappy Poſterity, whom God ne) 

ver looks upon but in his Anger and Fury. And the Occur- 
©. rence fell our thus: When the Holy Man Noah was gone 
forch of the Ark, it is obſerved, that he exercifed himſelf in 
Husbandry, by rilling and 'cultivaring . the Ground; and a- 
Among others of his Works which he wrought, he planted a 
Vir NY | 
3 ads him to taſt; and not knowing the Virtue and Strength of 


as, Enguor, he too freely drinks of it, all ig intoxicated and 


bei Tom afleep, and ſo he fell drunk. While he was. thus 


this Condition; and inſtead of behaving himſelf on that Ge- 
eon, as became a diſcreet and prudent Son, he makes Whar 


ia the ſubject of his Deriſton and Contempt: Nay he was 
1 +8 . a * p 1 «a : „ 93 * ” Rag 22 7 
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do maße chem adviſed, prudent and good. Of the ey 
Son of Noah who had been ſo miraculoy q: regen in the 


| and he who ſhould have been the Head of a Bleſſed Race, 


of che Fruit of this his Vineyard- his Curiofiry . 


bapned that he lay uncovered, in 4 Poſture, very | 
© Mis ſecond Son; was rhe firſt who perceived his Father in 


. 
* » N 


8 


—— ⁰ꝗ— 


* 


| corfling w K. i i auc relle ble-Figure ure of chat R 


* * The "Hiſtory | of Genet FT 


Ws 


nor content this to deride "tor Father net bac muſt” 
needs hate his Brothers to be the Companions r l der 


7 them co honour, and to conceal then lofnmties 


there is no one ſo noto 00 wicked, as openly to revile and 


F une 207: 2 727 
* ro ſep 
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and. Ac complices in his Crimes; and away he Nauen 
them what he had ſeen. But Shem and Japhet, not alle” 
endure this injurious Reproach and Contempt caft upon 
Father, took à Garmenr on their Shoulders, and going f 
watds, covered that which Civility permitted chem pot gh. 
hold. - Noah awaking from his Wine, and kfiowihg wha 
paſſed, condemns the contumelibus Action of Sh, an 
mediately falls to curſing him. He fore tels him, 't 
ſhould be a Servant of Servants to his B 1. 
and on the conttary bleſſed Shem and Faphet, promiſing 
a long, lafting, and happy Poſterity in the Suc 
future Ages. This Hiſtory. (which in its gemi 
teaches Children to reſpect their Parents, When — — 


aſe 4 , 


Failures, and not to diſcover and revile- them) ig ac- 


wherewith every ae upon the Humilia- 
tions and Debaſings of iſ theit true Father. And the 


fcoff at the Ipnominies and Inffrmities of Jeſus Chrift; yet, © 
as St, Auſtin affitms, we mock and deſpiſe him, when N 
Aa er his Truth and his Word; We contemu his Humilia- | 
on, When we chuſe to live conformably to the Pride of the 
World ; and we laugh at and deride his Croſt and Sufferings, 
when we inſult ever thoſe who ſuffer for ae rhe Members + 
of his Body, and the een of his Gerz N 


1 9 
EY Children of Noh beginning "to in- Hb DU 
creaſe and multiply on the E: 2 rr of the 
| few Years grew co fo great a Number, that I 1759, - 
tot being to dwell together any longer,.  Befate ' 
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dba they vill, nor geile ro 'perperrare chip"Work wirti their, 
; Utmoſt Labour and Induſtry ; Ter is therefore ar hang. . 
Tanke, that they may nat nnderſtand one anogh 
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Teveral Colonies, and to go and inhabit divers Countries of the 


World. But before this their Separation, they, undertake a - 


ſtrange Enterprize. Come (ſay they one to another) let 1 
build ie 4 City and a Tin ue height may reach unto Maven. 
This extravagant Deſign had two Reaſons equally vain and 


fooliſh, the One was to eternize theit Names by a magnificent 


and flately Edifice; tlie Other, to defend themſelves againſt 
God himſelf, if he ſhould at any time puniſh the World by 
another Deluge: ſo that when they had finiſned this Tower, 
they flatter'd themſelves wich hopes of ſecurity from all dan- 
ger. But God de was pleas'd from that time to let us ſee, 
that Humility is the Harbinger of Grace, and the Stairs by which 
Man aſcends to Honor, and that he ought rather to divert God's 
Anger by Repentance, than to defend himfelt againſt his Ven- 
geance by vain Efforts) comes down upon the Earth to ſee, ſays 
the Scripture, the City and Tower, which the Children of Men. 
Halt; and laughing at fo tidiculous an undertaking, he faith, 
Behold: this Propte is one, and they have all one Language; and 


they appear, ſo obſtihare and ſer. upon this. their Emerprize, 
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his Church, and pitches Upon Abram to be the Stool 
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in 4 moment t God contounded their Speech, fo that it, was 
impoſſible for them ro comprehend what they ſpake one to 
another. Thus they were forced to leave this Work gf their 
Vanity imperſect, and diſperſe themſelves into divers Couhn- 7 | 
tries. Hence it is that this Tower was called, the Tower of; 
Babel, that is to ſay, confuſion; and this proud Structure 
was from thenceforth a Figure (according to St. Bernard) ß 
that which the World ſhould do in the Sequeſ of-all Ages . 
when Men ſhou!d ſeem to think of erecting a Tower. 6 
God, to fecure themſelves againſt his Juſtice, and reſi "te "IF 
Greatneſs of his Power ; imagining rather eo.crernize their 
Memories upon Earth, than to become truly great in Heaven. 
God was then pleaſed to puniſh.this Vanity of Men in that... tad 
Part alone in which it moſt predominates, that is, in has; 2 
Tongue, which ſerves Man to expreſs and declare his bes 1/7 | 
and to command and govern others. And this . 2 
Tongues, Which is ſince that time ſpread throughout he N "3 
World, and remains to this day, is as à contitiug] Voice eccl 
ing forth in the Ears of all People (as St. Auſtin ſpeaks} hk” 
Truth, That the ſhorteſt and ſafeſt way to mount up to Hea 
ven, is not by erecting great and ſtately Edifices, and for 

in our Minds. vaſt Projects and Intendments, but by abaſing al 
humbling our ſelves before God, by our Tears to mollify 
his Wrath and prevent his Fury, and not by our dar dieß. 
and n to pretend to eſude and ſhift 1 It off 
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CHAP. XI. 22 3 
The Calling of Abram, Gen, 122: 


A. that Men had uſed ſuch great AF | 
Endeayours and Induſtfy for the build- -Zear , 7 / Þ | 
ing Babylon,” that rebellious City againſt World 2568. 7. 5 
God, as having deſigned it to cohtinue to che Aur Cit 
World's Eud ; God likewiſe purpoſes to la 2 18 
the Foundation of à holy City, that is, of” 


8 0 5 *F 
choſen and faithful Generation, that ſhonld never have an; 2 
n e N and hie dhe IN "5 
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wich his Father in a City named Ur, ſituate in the Land of 
the Chaldeans, a Country wholly given up to Idolatry. 
Here it was that God gave him this Command; Get thee 
* (faith he) out of thy Country, and from thy Kindred, and fr 
4 Y Father's Houſe, unto a Land that I will ſhew thee; and I 
will maheof thee a great Nation, and I will make thy Name to 
= become great and renown'd. I will bleſs them that bleſs thee, 
md I will curſe him that curſes thee,” and in thee ſhall all the Fa- 
milies of the Earth be bleſſed. Abram without any heſitation 
or ſtaggering, believes the Word of God, which promiſed 
- him two fo great and ſingular Advantages; tlie firſt, to make 
him the Father of an eminent Race, and the other to bleſs the 
whole Earth in Him who one day ſhould iſſue forth of his 
Loins. Thus he leaves his Country, and came with Terah his 


— 
— 


2 


„Aying, he comes into the Land of Canaan, with Sarah his 
Mie, and Tot his Nephew. When he was come hither, 
= God renews his Promiſe, giving him all the Land wherein he 
Was; ind Abram adoring the Omnipotent and Sovereign 


Lord. Having dwelt for ſome time in this Country, there 
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Father unto Haran, a City of Meſopotamia ; where his Father 


Power of God, who diſpoſes of Nations as he pleaſes, he 
eres an Altar in this Place, and calls upon the Name of the 
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ſeeing the Beauty of Sarah his Wife might prove hurtful to 
him, and that the Egyptians falling in love with her, might 


imagine and contrive the Death of him her Husband, in order 
to enjoy her without Obſtruction, he deviſes a moſt innocent 


bur cunning Excuſe ; he prays his Wife to ſay ſhe was his 
Siſter (which in effect lie might very well ſay without making 
uſe of any Lie) to the end that inſtead of killing him, as they 
had done if ſhe had paſſed for his Wife, they might on the 
contrary -courreoufty treat him in reſpecting her.as his Siſter. 
As Abram foreſaw, fo it happened. The Egyptians admire 
the Beauty of Sarah, and the rumor of it is publiſhed every 


Wi 
Egypt, wich Sarah and the reſt of his Houſe ; he being in- 
formed that there abounded pletity of Proviſions. But fore>  * 


where, till it reaches the Ears of the Court; where ſhe. is 
ſpoken of and commended before Pharaoh, who cauſes her to 


come into his Palace, and kindly entertains Abram as 


Brother. But God knew very well how to deliver the Tono- a 7 


cency and virtue of Sarah, from being defiled or ſtained b 
the Luft of a laſcivious Pharaoh; he afflicts that Prince wi 


ſo many blagues, that ſeeking and adviſing what might be che 


braham's Wife ; whereat he being afrighted, reſtores her to 
him again, complaining of Abram, that he had nor ac- 


* Cauſe of them, he at laſt underſtands that Sarah, was I. 


quainted him with the whole Truth before. So great (ſays - 
St. Ambroſe). was the Horror and Dread of Adultery which -  : 


this Prince did conceive; altho an Idolater, that he feared to 


prejudice or hurt a Stranger, whom the Famine had obliged  - 


to retire into his Dominions. Thus it was that God began 
to call unto him the Perſon, whom he had choſen to be the 


Father f the - Faithful.” He treated him according to the 


Steddineſs and Stedfaſtneis of his Faith; making him to quit 
his Country, wherein he was Mighty and in great Power and 
Veneration, to eſtabliſn him in a Land where he finds 2 mor- 
tal Famine his firſt Eütertainment, which conſtrained him c 


+ 
* 


run a thouſand Hazards among ſtrarige People, Without find - n 


ing any other Comfort, than, to know he was there by me”. 


Order of Him, to whom his Faith had yielded ſo ready m 


never to 
to a evil Even 
, 
1 


K — TT 


: 
: 


Obedience. But God made him ſee, in his delivering m 
from all Perils aud Dangers; That in following God we ought © 
any ching, and that when we expoſe our ſelves 
or n Accidenits in being . 
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uich Advantage out of all thoſe Evils which ſurround us. 


himſelt is our Protector, who bting us 
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> R Lot ſeparates himſelf from Abram, Gen. 13. 
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Bram being returned out of Exypt, | 


Tear of | the A with Sarah his Wife and Los his Ne- 
Werld-2084.  phew, to the Place where his Tent had been 


paſtures, which 
that they could not 
+.” Quarrels, and for 
theſe Diviſions be 


„ 


. 


— 


| Before... Chriſt. at the beginning (that is unto Bethel ) he 
tig. ſuddenly experiments che Unhappineſs and 
MNiſery that does ever accompany Riches. ' 
For whereas they were both very rich, there aroſe 2 Con- 
tention between their Shepherds about che Bounds of their 


made them perceite ( ſays the Seriprurs) ' 
dwell together, add that one and che me 


Land was not 2 to contain thema A drEaddditheſe 


ecipg che deplomble Couſequences Wich 
teen Dome ſticks might produce, inan 
EY —_- 
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from the Servants to the Maſters themſelves, the Averſion 
which he conceiv'd againſt them, leads him to prevent them 

by haſtning a ſpeedy Separation. He goes therefore to Lot, 
and ſays to him, Let there be no ſtrife, I pray thee, between me 

and thee, and between my Herdſmen and thy Herdſmen, for we 
be Brethren, (that is to ſay, near akin) The whole Land is at 


| | 


very important Conſideration : We ſee in the Condu 
Abram the Horror and Dread we ouglit to have of the 


- — — 


thy choice; ſeparate thy ſelf I pray thee from me ; If thou wilt 


take the left hand, then I will go to the Right; or if thou depart 
to the right hand, then I will go to the left. But Lot did not 


evidence, in acepting this Offer, the fame Prudence and 


Diſcretion which Abram teſtified in making it: For not con- 


ſidering how great a loſs it was to him, to be deprived of 
the Company of ſuch a Perſon by their Separation, nor how 


35 


far better it would have been to have done any thing rather 


than have ſuffered a Parting, to accommodate their Differences, 


he yields to the Propoſition Abram had made, without any _ 


great roar ; and too imprudently .. engages - humfc 


(faith Sr. 4mbroſe) in the Head of a thouſand/ Perils and Ban- 


gers. He therefore applys himſelf without any more ado to 
chuſe which way he might ſteer his Courſe 3 and conſulting 


none in this Choice but his Eyes, he takes for himſelf chat 


Country which appeared the moſt pleaſant and ſmiling, and 
comes to Sodom, and dwelk chere. Hawing thus left the 


Earth, he falls into the Society of the moſt 


ioully 
wicked and ungodly Men that breathed; and in 'Jepa 


this Story (as the ſame St. Ambroſe obſerves) two things . 
leaſt Difpures, and how diſtruſtful we ought. to be in this 
caſe of Servants, who are often the firſt Authors of them, and 


who think it a. Pleaſure, nay a great piece of Wiſdom, to be 
able to uphald and maintain them. But we fee. Hkewile 


or how ſad it is, eſpecially in young Perſons, to abaydo 
od eaſiij thoſe in whoſe Company alone all their Happineſs 
fiſts; without having duly weighed, the neceſſa 


tages At attend good Perſons Converſation, and the Diff 


Company and Converſation of the holieſt Perſon chen upon 


 ſeparaGng __ _- 
himſelf too readily and freely from his Mncle, hie Se yo 

a City, the cry of whoſe Sins had already reached d the 
Ears of Heaven, and God beheld them in his Wrath, and 
could no longer indure their enormous Crimes. We fee in 
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36 The Hiſtory of Geneſis. 
tisfaction which is in evil. A Separation made with too little 
Circumſpection, is ever followed with thoſe Circumſtances 
that make us ſenſible of them all our Lives. And tho Lot 
was 7uſt and Righteous (as St. Peter ſays) yet we cannot but 
tremb'e, when we conſider the Dangers wherein he found 
himſelf intangled and perplexed afrerwards ; out of which 
the Charity and Affection even of him alone, from whom he 
had ſeparated himſelf, was able to deliver him; and which 
he had prevented, if he had continued in ſuch yertuous 


Company. 
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CHAP. XIII. 
Abram delivereth Lot, Gen. 14. 
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. ME Fliſtory of Genelis. - JF * 
oM E time after the Separation of Lot | g 
from Abram, an Accident happens Tear of the 
which made it appear, that the Propoſal %% id 208%; 
Abram made for their Parting, did not Ber Chri 
proceed from an Indifferency or Coldneſs of © 912. 
Affection, and that Lot had accepted ir with + 
too much Indiſcretion and Imprudence. Four Kings being 
joined together, and having ravaged and deſpoiled all the ad- 
jacent Country about Sodom, the King of Sodom, and thoſe other 
four Kings of the neighbouring Cities, join'd together to oppoſe 
theſe Princes. But the five Kings were beaten by thoſe tour 
Princes, and the King of Sodom, with his four Allies, fled. 
The four Kings, ſeeing they were ViRorious, draw towards 
Sodom to plunder and carry: away the rich Booty and Spoil 
thereof; and among many other Captives they take Lot pri- 
ſoner, and carry him away with all he had. One who eſcapetl 
from the Battel, ſpeedily haſtens ro Abram to bring him 
the News; who being troubled to the very Soul at the lamen- 
table Unhappineſs of his Nephew, does not ſtand to condole 
his Misforrune, but with all Expedition imaginable contrives 
the delivering him from his Enemies, He leads forth three 
hundred and eighteen of the ſtouteſt and moſt courageous. « 
Servants he had, and purſues the four Kings. God blefſes . 4 
and proſpers a War, that Charity alone had made this Holy | 
Patriarch undertake, and wherein he plainly manifeſted his 
Dependance more upon God, than on the Strength and Power I 
of his Army. With this ſmall number he ſtops the Courſe L 
of the Conqueſt of thoſe four Victorious Kings, and performs - 
that which five Kings united together were not. able to do. 
For falling upon them wich his Men, he defeats and cuts them 
off, and purſues thoſe very far who ſaved themſelves by flight. _ 
Thus he brought back Lot, and deliver d him our of their 
hands, with all the People and Goods they had taken. The 
king of Sodom underſtanding this ſo glorious an Action, comes 
forriggo meer him to congratulate his Victory, and expreſs h |} 
Joy and Satisfaction at this welcome News. On this Advelts: 3 
ture it was, that Melchiſedeck, ſo famous and renomaed a 
Perſon, appear'd, whom the Scripture calls the Prieſt.of be 
moſt High God, and offers Abram Bread and Wine. TW, 
the holy Fathers look'd upon as an admirable 7 or Figure 
of che Churches Sacrifice, which Jeſus Chriſt che true Prieſt 
h 8 * 5 
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of Melchiſedeck, 

eſtabliſh therein to continue to the end of the World. 
bleſſed Abram, and renders publick Thanks to God, that 
he bath vouchſafed him victory, and deliver'd his Enemies 
into his hands. And whereas nothing appear'd wanting to 


the Glory of Abram, the King of Sodom wou'd needs force 


him to carry with him before his Departute all the Prey he 


- had taken from the Knemy, as being his lawful Right. But 


Abram generouſly refuſes his offer, and ſwears he would 
not take from him a Thred even to a Snoe-)atcher of all the 
Spoils, leſt any one upon Earth ſhould brag, they had made 
Abram rich. Thus he became more glorious . (as St. Am- 
broſe remarks) by the. Uſe he made of his Victory, than by 
the Victory it ſelf; and hereby teaches all Chriſtians, they 


ought not to fight but when Chariry leads them to it; and 


to be ſo concerned for the Evils that befal Others, as to be 
ready to expoſe their own Lives to fave thoſe, of their Bre- 
thren; that when God has made their greateſt Enrerprizes 
ſucceed and proſper, for the bringing others out of Slavery 


and Oppreſhon, they ought not to pretend to any other Re- 


compence upon Earth, than the Honour of having been faith. 
ful to God, and ſerv'd as his Inſtruments for effecting his 
Deſigus. | e 
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| . The Flight of Hagar, Gen. 16. f 


A Bram being returnꝰd from che Defeat of the four 


1 Kings, and having given Lot his firſt Liberry, he 
now lives in all Magnifience and Splendor, and enjoys 
that Felicity in his Family, that nothing is wanting to render 


it compleat, but ſome Children that might be the Heirs of 
bis large Eſtate and Poſſeſſions. But God was pleaſed,” in 


this point likewiſe, to gratify his Defite, and to recompenſe 
that humble Submiſſion he had ſhe wn in the Barrenneſs of his 
Wife, by promiſing him a Son, againſt all appearance or 
likelihood whatſoever. Abram knowing,” what the; Power 
of Him was who bad made him this Promiſe, withour any 
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ſtaggering or doubtful Thoughts believes it, preferring rather 
| wholty-ro ſuſpect his natural Reaſon, than to doubt the Word: 
of Him chat had ſpoken it to him. Somme 
time after, Sarah who grew diſcontented to r of 759. © - 
ſee Abram without Children, prays him to World 5093. * 
take Hagæ her Handmaid to Wiſe, to the end Before Chriſt - 
- ſhe might be comforted concerning her ow m 1911. 
Barrenneſs, by the Fruitfulneſs of her Mae. 
Abræm perceiving chat Sab was thruft on to this Propo- 
ſal by a particular Inſtinct from Gad, conſents to her Requeſt. 
Bur the found by Experience, that: what ſhe had done in order 
to her Comfort, became a new Subject of her Trouble and 
Diſcontent. For Hagar ſeeing her ſelf thus honoured by her 
Maſter, and overjoyed ſhe had conceived by Abram, deſpi- 
ſes Sarah that was barren, and forgets that Duty and Refpet* 2 
ſhe owed her as her Miſtreſs. Sarah immediately complamed --3 
to Abram of her Carriage; who (to. evidence he would © 
contribute nothing to the Pride and Inſolence of Hagar, a 
that it was at her Requeſt alone he had uſed her as his Wiſe/ 
abſolutely leaves her to her Diſpoſal, and permits her to treat 
her as ſhe ſnould think fit. Sarah makes uſe of her Whole 
Authority, and chaſtiſes Hagar after ſo ſevere a manner, 
r C4 n 
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ſſme abandons the Houſe, and betakes her ſelf to 


- 


flighr.. 


But while ſhe was in the Wilderneſs fitting by a Well, 


ſubmit her ſelf to her, in acknowledging that juſt Power and 


the Angel of rhe Lord appears to her, and asks her whence ſhe 
came, and whit her ſhe was going? She fincerely replies, that 
ſhe fled from the Wrath of her. Miſtreſs Sarah. The Angel 
commands her to return to her Miſtreſs, and to humble and 


Authority ſhe had over her. Thus God-advantageouſly makes 
uſe of the Miniſtry of an Angel, to reduce things into their 


natural Eſtate, from whence Diſorder and Paſſivn had re- 


ſubmit her ſelf to the 


mov'd them. He ſaw (as the Holy Fathers obſerve) that 
the Cauſe of Hazar's Flight did not proceed ſo much from 


the Severity of Sarah, ay irom the Reluctancy of Hagar to 

Jul Authority of her Miſtreſs 3 and 
without condemning any thing in the Conduct of Sarab, who 
in a Zeal of Affection to Abram exhibited ſuch a Rigor, he 
was contented to adviſe this wandring Servant to pacify her 
Fury by her Submiſſion, and carrying her felt with ſuch a 
9 and Diſtance as became her. For God, who never 
diſturbs the Order and Courſe of Juſtice, always ſubjetts 


thoſe who are under the Juriſdiction of. Perſons on whom 


thry depend, and renders the refractory and ſtubborn humble 
and ſubmiſſive, notwithſtanding all the extraordinary. Graces 
and Favours they may have - receiv'd from himſelf; and in- 
ſtead of being like Hagar, who exalted and puffed her ſelf 
up, becauſe ſhe was become a. Mother, he will have our Humi- 
lity increaſe, as we are advanc'd in Greatneſs ; becauſe where 
there is a defect of Humility, there can be no perfection of 


Grandeur, and none is truly great before God, but he who is 


proportionably humble. 
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that not being able to endure any longer fuch Treatment, 
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Rant, and promiſts him that Sarah ſhould have a Son, upon 


Whom he would ſhower down and multiply. his Bleſſings, 
and from whoſe Loins many great Kings and Nations * | 


Sarah conceiveth Iſaac, Gen. 18. 
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AGAR being returned back again into _ 

. Abrams "Houſe, and re- admitted into Tear of the 
favour, in a ſhort time brings him forth a Worls 2107. 
Son, and his Name was called 1ſhmael. But Before | Chriſt 
thirteen Years after God appears to Abram, 1897. | 
to renew his Covenant wich him, and enter ; Tay, 
into a ſtricter Alliance; and to repeat all thoſe Promiſes he 
had already made him. He changes his Name ; and whereas 
till then he had been called Abram, he ſhould for the time 
to come be named Abraham, and that his Wife, who before 
was called Sarai, her Name for the future ſhould be Sarah. 
Cod inſtitutes Circumciſion to be the Token of that Cove- 
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ue. Abraham at theſe Words fell upon his Face, and 
laughed, and ſaid in his Heart; Shall a Child be born unto him 
who 45 à hundred Tears old? And ſhall Sarah, that is ninety 


Tears old, bear? Bur God aſſures him, that it ſhould cer- 
tainly be; and then leaves him. Shortly after, when Abra- 
ham was fitting at his Tent-Door in the heat of the Day, he 


lifts up his Eyes, and behold three Men ſtood near him (who 
were three Angels; ) and as his Charity could not let any one 


paſs by without offering him his Hofpitality, he goes and ſa- 
Jures them wich a wins Hu” Reſpett, and prays them to reſt 
themſelves, and permit him to fetch a little Water to waſh 
their Feet, and then they might refreſh themſelves with a 
ſmall Repaſt. Having by his importunate Requeſt obtained 
this for them, he runs haſtily to his Tent, and bids Sarah 
make ready quickly three Cakes baken upon the Hearth. He 
goes himſelf to the Herd, and fetches a Calf tender and 
good, and cauſed it to be ſuddenly drefled, and ſerves it up 
to his Gueſts. After they had eaten, they asked Abrabam 
(who ſtood by them under the Tree, where they did eat) 
where was Sarah his Wife. Abraham replies, ſhe was in her 
Tent. , And the Angels aſſured him, That they would cer- 


| Fainly return according to the time of Life, and Sarab ſhould 
C conceive a Son. Sarah hears what they ſaid as ſhe ſtood in the 


Tent-door, and could not forbear laughing. Bur the Angels 
asking Abraham why Sarah laugh'd when they promiſed him 
a Son, and if there was any thing too hard for God ? Sarah 


being afraid, denies that ſhe laugh'd; and the Angels ering . 
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„before the Angels whom her Husband had receiv d: Hereb x 
teaching Chriſtian Women, chat their continual. buſineſs oughe 
to be the Affairs of their own Houfes, and the Cate of their 
Family, and not to delight in gadding abroad. SEP 


i — * 


— — 


0 HK P,: XVI 
| | The Sins of the Sodomites, G en. 19. 
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| 44 * Hiſtory of Geneſis. | | 
to meet them, and evidenced, that in the midſt of an abomi- 
nable City he ſtil! retained the Virtues he had learned of A- 
brabum, when he dwelt with him. He prays them to go into 
his Houſe, and take up their Lodging there that Night; and | 
"having repoſed and refreſhed themſelves, they might the 
' better continue their Journey the next day. The Angels 
made a difficulty at firſt to accept his Offer, and ſaid they 
{ wouldabide in the Street of the City. But true Charity, whi 
becomes the more hot and eager by Obſtacles and Reſiſtance, 
uſhes on Lot to become ſo importunate with theſe two 51 
trangers, that at laſt they yield to his. Requeſt, and go with 
him into his Houſe, Here he entertains them with all the 
Teſtimonies of Affection poſſible, and makes them à grear 
Feaſt. But when they were ready to go to Bed, the Men | 
of the City, driven by a deteſtable bruriſh Paſſion, which | 
; 
| 


—_ 


was ordinary and common to them, gathered together and 

encompaſſed Lot's Houſe. They demand thoſe two young 

Men that he had entertained in his Houſe, and preſſed 

to bring them out, that they might ſatisfy their beaſtly and 

unnatural Luſts upon them. Lot was pierced with a ſenſible | 

Grief, when he ſaw himſelf in danger of expoſing thoſe two 

Perfons, to whom he had believed his Houſe would be a | 
Sanctuary; and in the Ardency of his Charity, which made 

him look upon Strangers as Perſons inviolable, he goes forth to 

ſpeak roche People, and to diſſuade them from proſecũting 

o abominable a Deſign. But they thruſt him back, and re- 
proesch him, that he who was but a Stranger amongſt them, 
mould interpoſe in giving them advice, or cenſuring their 
Actions. They violently ruſn upon him, and had done him a 

great deal of Injury, had not the Angels come to hisSuccour, ? 

and pulled him into the Houſe. As ſoon as they had ſnut 

the Door, they ſmote all theſe Men with Blindneſs, who (as 

rhe Scripture obſerves) not loſing the Rage and Fury with 

which their Hearts were inflam'd, till ſought their Satisfacti- 

on even in their Blindneſs, and groped about the Honſe of 
Tot, without being able to find the Door, This ' Occurrence 

the Fathers look upon as an admirable Figure of thoſe Righ- 

teous Perſons who live among the Wicked, and of what they - 

are to ſuffer from their evil Lives. And St. Gregory compares. 

the Sodomites ſmitten with Blindneſs, who yet in their Dark» - 
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| The Hiſtory of Geneſis 45 
the Houſe of Lot, to malicious Detractors, who ſeek out ©: 
with the moſt inveterate Envy and Madneſs, the means to pre- 
Judice thoſe that are virtuqus; and who find every ah #5 
nothing but ſolid ſtrong Walls, without any Entrance for 
their Obloquy and De traction. Their Paſſion prepoſſeſſes them 
in ſuch a manner, that they cannot perceive in good Men thoſe 
Virtues which every one elſe ſees; and they believe they ſee 
Crimes in them, that are only in their own Imagination: 
But when Calumny and Repr2ach thus attack good Men, God 
ſypports them, and Angels protect them; becauſe they have 
preferred Piety above all things, and had rather draw upon 
themſelves the Wrath of Men, than the Anger of God. 5 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Sodom burnt, Gen. 19. "4a 
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„ The Hiſtory of Geneſis. _ 


HE Angels having delivered Lot from 


The ſame Tear, T the Violence which the Sodomites would 


fie 


2 


their Father upon the Earth, believed they ought not to leave 
the Wwoeild unpcopled. Wherefore making their Father. 
- drunk; they became inceſtuous, chat they might become Mo+ _ 
ere, And tho we cannot think upon their Action withour 

Horror, yer they give uus notwithſtanding (according to St. 
1 2 Niidcvf Cf 


2 
IT 


5 A 
the 


& _ 
2 Whicher 
to alN 


: 


2107. have done him, declare to him their Errand 


* thither, that God had ſent them to deſtroy 
that City; and if he had any Son- in- Law or any Daughter, 
he ſhould with all Expedition haſten their Departure from 


Sodom, the Cry of which was come up before God, and 


now was to receive the juſt Puniſhment of irs Abominations. 
Lot goes immediately to give notice of it to his intended S 
in Law, bur they laughed at his Advertiſements, and took 


them for idle Stories and vain Fancies. The Morning, being 


come, the Angels haſten Lot to be going with his Wife and 
his two Daughters, leſt they ſhould periſh with the reſt in 
this general Overthrow; and as he deferred and lingred too 
much, they took hold of his hand, and drew him out of the 
City, bidding him flee for his Life, and not look behind him. 
Lot having requeſted to retire to Zoar, they permit him, 
provided he haſted thither; for they could do nothing till 
he was arrived in that City, which was ſaved upon his ac- 
count. Aſſoon as Lot entred Zoar, God ſhowers d wn a 


Kain of Fire and Brimſtone, which conſumed and bw it up 
- Sod, and the other Cities, with the Country round : out, 
. the Inhabitants that dwelt therein. Lot's Wife vrri- 
| at the Report ſhe heard, forgets the Prohibition of 1 

N Angels, and falls ino a Curioſity which was puniſhed in the 


Moment; for looking behind her, ſne was changed into 
of Salt, to ſerve for the future as a Remedy againſt 
eruptions of weak Souls, who after they are entred 
into/the ſtrait Way, look back upon what they have left be- 


hing them. Lot amazed at what had befallen thoſe four Ci- 


ies, and A the ſame or like Judgment might happen to 
0 he was eſcaped, leaves it in all haſte, and | 


fountain, as the Angels had firſt adviſed him; and here 


be &yells, with his two Daughters, in a Cave. But theſe 


imagining they-alone were all that remained with 


The Hiſtory of Geneſis. WW 
Bernard) an Example of the Difference we may make] in 
thoſe Actions which hurt and deprave our Senſes moſt, ofthe 
Intention wherewith we do them. Thus was Lot fave by 
God in the midſt of an abominable People, by the Prayer of 
Abraham : and God then puniſhed ſuch horrible Paſſions and 
Luſts, by a Chaſtiſement ſutable to them; ſhewing by the Fire 


what the ardor and fervency of the Sodomites was unto Evil, 


and by the Brimſtone the noiſom ſtink of their Crimes und 2 


Enormities. This miſerable People do ſurthermore give us 
(ſaich St. Gregory) an Image and Remembrance of the Puriſu- 
ments and Torments of Hell, which we laugh at in this World, 
as Lot's ns-in-Law did at thoſe eee he had pronoun- 
ced againſt them. The Fright, and Dread that Lot was in, 
ſeeing ſo great an Effect of the Vengeance af God, ought to 
paſs even unto us roggy ſince Feſus Chriſt aſſures us, that the 
Soadomites, ſuch abominable Miſcreants as they were, ſhould 
be treated with leſs Rigor in the Day of judgment, than 
thoſe who ſhall hear his holy Word, and carelefly*negle@ its 
Obſervance. But Men are inſenſible of all this; and as- this) 
dreadful Puniſhment doth. nor hinder (ſaith St. Bernard) but 
that the Aſhes of theſe abominable Cities fly into all Parts, 


ſo that Compariſon which Chriſt makes between thoſe Cities, 


and them that difregard his Word, does not at all open cheir, 


Eyes to prevent the Flames of Hell by a ſincere and hearty, 
1 3 | 3 6 © 3, 7-8 
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Abimelech puniſhed by God, Sen, 26, „ 


2 a in 5, 8:06 L 
A having been obliged a little al. 1a 

Place of his Abode, and to come unto. Ce- .. 21674dlyiNk 
rar, he there runs the ſame danger with the 1 
King of rhis City upon the account of Sarub h 7 ; 
had in Egypt with Pharaoh. For as ſoon as he was erde? 


tal Kan in Bx7pr, he ſends for 
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Adinielech the King of Gerar admiring, the Betuwy-ot-Saraty , 


who was there with Abraham in qualey! of By 1 dro 3 
her, and takes het into His 
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Court. But God, who was always the Protector of the Life 
of Abraham, and of the Puricy and Virtue of Sarah, and 
ſpared not even Kings themſelves when they offered them 
any Injury, threatens this Prince, by a Viſion in the Night, 
with Death, if he touched that Woman, and certifies him 
that Abraham was her Husband. Abimelech was ſtrangely ſur- 
' prized to ſee himſelt almoſt fallen (without knowing it) in- 
to ſo 4 a Sin as that of Adultery ; but he repreſents to 
| God the Simplicity wherewich he acted, and that they had 
... concealed the Truth from him, for they had told him ſhe was 
but the Siſter of Abraham. God accepts his. Excuſe, and 
tells him that it was for that Reaſon (in effect) chat he had 
withheld him from committing ſo great a Sin againſt him; 
ſufficiently evidencing thereby the Judgment he decrees a 
* inſt thoſe who dare pollute the Purity of lawful Marriage 
diu unchaſt and filthy Contracts and Alliances. Abimelech . 
5 utrighred both wich the Menaces of God, and the Idea of 255 
Sin which he was ſo near commitring, Tifes in the middle 
die Night, and calls up his Officers, to whom he declafes 
what was come co his knowledg. Then he ſends for #bra- 
Fam to come to him, and complains of his counterfcicitig. the 
{ . _ Truth, in hiding from him fo indiſpehſable and neceſſary an - 
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Information as that of Sarah's being his Wife: He asks him 

in what he Had offended him, that he brought ſo many and 
great Evils upon his Perſon and Kingdom ? And as he thus con- 
tinued to multiply his Complaints of his Comportment and 
Conduct, Abrabam returns him this Anſwer: That when he 

firſt entred into his City, he knew not whether his P we 
had any fear of God before their Eyes; and rhe apprehen- 
ſion he conceived of his being put to death, that then te 
might have the freer enjoyment of his Wife, had made him 
do deſſrèe Sarah to ſay, that ſhe was his Siſter (as indeed ſhe 
was) gnd that it was not upon his account alone he did thus, 
but that he practiſed the ſame in all other Places where he 
journikd. Abimelech. receives great ſatistaction by this Reply, 
and - reſtores, Sarah to Abraham, and makes him great and 
Royal Preſents both of Herds and Mony; and. going from 
Sarah, he ſmilingly tells her, chat he had given hey Brother (as 4 
ſhe called him) a thouſand Pieces of Silver, in order (ſaich 

St. Ambroſe) to her buying her ſelf a Veil to coyer her, and - 

to make the World know for the future that ſhe was a married __.; 
Wife. He prays her likewiſe to remember the Evils ſhe hac 
been like to bring upon him, to the end ſhe might avoid do= _ 
ing che like to others. Abraham at his departure prays to 
God for Abimelech, and God immediately heals ali übe 
Plagues wherewith- he had ſmitten this Prince; and all his 
Houſe with him, becauſe of Sarah whom he had taken. 
Thus; as St. Ambroſe: obſerves, God teſtifies how much be 
deteſted Idolatry; and that as he was the Iuſtitutor of 
Marriage, he likewiſe took care to revenge every thing that 
ſnould violate its Sanctity. He contented himſelf wich ha- 
ving thus evidenced his Diſpleaſure againſt this Sin on ano—-—- 
ther occaſion; ſo that he ſpeaks no more here at preſent of © 
that Matter. flowever we ought not to baniſh. the Fear: k 
his Juſtice againſt:jt, (as the ſame Father ſaith) nor tobe © +2 
lieve chat he will be leſs ſevere in puniſting Adultery, be- 
cauſe Men commit it with lebs Scruple and more Liberty. Y 
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CHAP. XIX. | 
Iſhmael caſt forth, Gen. 21. 


172 Y OD: having accompliſhed his Promiſe to 
Tear f the 8 Sarah, (he brings forth a Son in her 
lid: 2108. old Age, ar the time of which God had 
' Before. : Chriſti | ſpoken to her. Abraham gives fim the 
„1896. dame of Iſaac, and diremncifes: him on the 
eeeeighch Day. Sarah, tho fo conſiderable 
and eminent a Perſon, and look'd upon as a great Prin- 
bels, is refolyed. to nurſe it her felf 3* to teach all Mo- 
thers (faith Sr, Ambroſe char they ſhould maike ir 
their 28 Comfort to noùriſn and breed up their 
Children themſelves, and that they are but half Mothers 
who fail in this Duty of Nature, which much better pre- 
ſerves, and mutually maintains through the: whole Courſe-of 
their Lives, that reciprocal Love which ought to be between 
Mothers and their Children. When the time of weaning-her 
Fon was come, Sarab makes a ſplendid Feat tg ſhew her - 
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Po” Ct The HMiſtory of Geneſis. | - x3 © 
Feat Joy and Gladneſs. But while Sarah was e 

thus filled with Joy, and that this new Son Tear of the 

comforted. her concerning the Grief and Re- World 2113, 

proach of her paſt Barrenneſs; Hagar's Son Before Chriſt | - 

cauſes her as much Vexation and Perplexity, 1891. 

as his Mother her ſelf had done but ſome Years Iſaac nom ur 


: 


+ + *%w 


red of his great Hopes by. the Birth of Iſaac, 5 
whom he look'd upon as the undoubted Heir of all thoſe 
large Poſſeffions already promiſed him, was not able ro ſuffet 
the Joy thagsIſaac's Parents ſhewed they took in him; bur 
conceives an mward ſecret Envy againſt him, which appeared 
outwardly occaſion, by the deſpighttul Treatment he 
gave him, ani the Mifchicfs he always did him. Sarg fe- 
ſeeing. the miſerable Conſequences this Diviſion might , \ 
duce, and her Tenderneſs intereſting it ſelf for him 8 
ſhe knew God had ordained to be the Heir of all her Eſtate, 

ſhe prays Abraham to caſt out Hagar his Bond- woman with  * 
Inmnel her Son. Abraham at firſt was tronbled at this Pro-— 
poſal, But God having bid him do in that matter all that 
Sarah ſhould ſay to him, Abraham takes Bread and a Bottle 
of Water, and gives it to Hagar (putting it on her Shoulder 
and Iſhmael her Child, and ſends her away. Hagar thus dri- 
ven ont of the Houſe, departs, and wandreth in the Wil- 
derneſs of Beer ſbeba; where her Water being ſpent in the 
Bottle, ſhe caſts the Child under a Tree, and retires under 
another, that ſhe might nor ſee che Death of the Child. And _. 
as ſhe abandons her ſelf to Tears and Groans, an Angel of 
God calls to her our of Heaven, and encourages her, laying, ©: © 
Fear not, ariſe; lift up the Lad, and take care of him, fur! 
will make him a great Nation; and then ſhews her a Well k 
Water near the Place. This Relief exceedingly. comfortss 
Hagar, and ſhe nouriſnes and breeds up her Son in this Solis © 1 
rude and melancholy Deſert, till he became à sKkiltul Archer. - "2 
St. Put plainly tells us fiimſelf, that God lively. regreſented 
in theſe - two Brothers, what ſhould come to pals oor Wt 1 
the Suceeſſion of the whole Church, when the /Children-of. | 3 
the Ptorhiſe ſhould be-perſeented by their own Brerhyen;- le 
char would be ate, muſt fuffer rhe Envy and. Contempt ff 
1/hinae!: "Bt fat from rebdrinig Een for Evil, and Envy fer 
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Sap}. | lis The Hiſtory of Geneſis. | 
Brother, who is baniſhed for ever from his Father's Houſe, ' 
"Tis God alone who makes ſome the Children of the Free-wo- 
man, and others the Children of rhe Bond-woman ; and we 
ought to teſtify our Acknowledgment for ſo. favourable a Di- 
ſtinction, in chuſing rather to be perſecuted with Iſaac, than 

to perſecute others with Iſhmael! ; becauſe the Wrath of 
Iſtmael ſhall be tranſitory and: ſoon gone, bur the Inheritance 
of Jaac ſhall be eternal and endure for ever. l 
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CHAP. XX. 
Abrahant's Sacrifice, Gen. 22. 


* . 


| nr 12 having been caſt forth of Abra- 

Year ef the 1 ham's Houſe, Jaac lives in Peace and 
World 2115. Tranquillity, as the ſole Heir of all his Fa- 
Before Chriſt ther's Eſtate and Poſſeſſions. But when he 
4859. Was come to the Age of ſeven and. thirty 
- +.” -,.. - Years, according to the Tradition of the 
Hebreix, God, to try the ſteddineſ of Abraham's: Faith, re- 
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quires him to take this his-well-beloved Son, and go to the 
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Mountain of Moriah, and facrifice him there, Abraham _ 


remembring it was God who had given him this Son, doth 


* 
* 
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nor ſtick at giving him again to God; and his great Faith ſtifles ; 


all-thoſe Thoughts that might come into his mind of the pro- 


miſes God had made him, and had ſo often repeated, of giv- , | 
ing him in Jaac a Poſterity that ſhould multiply as che Stars 


of Heaven. He riſes early in the Morning, and keeping his 


Determination with great N from the knowledg of his 


Wife or Family, he takes with him Tſaac and two of his Ser- 
vants, and cleaves the Wood for his burnt Sacrifice, and goes 
to the Place of which God had told him. Having continued two 


whole days in this fixed Reſulution, the hpurly and daily fight - 


of his Son no way working in him any Tenderneſs towards 
him, that might divert him from the final Execution of | his 
Deſign; on the third day, lifting up his Eyes, he fees the 
Place afar off appointed for this great Sacrifice, and com- 
mands his two Servants to abide beneath the Mountain in the 
Plain, while he and his Son went to worſhip God. He takes 


{4 
3 
1 


2 


the Wood he had cut for the Sacrifice, and lays it on the, 
Shoulders of Iſaac, who thus aſcending the Mountain laden 
with the Wood that muſt conſume him, was an apparent Fi- 


gure of the true Iſaac, who afterwards aſcended Mount Cal. 


vary, laden with the Wood whereon he ſhonld accompliſh his 
Sacrifice. While Iſaac was thus going up with His Father, 


58 
* _ 


him. God, who was touched and moved with the Steddinefs - |: 
and Reſolution of the Father, and the Submiſhon of: the S, 4 


Altar, takes his Knife, and ſtretches forth his Hand 9 


and not willing this great Sacrifice, which he ſaw. i it wee 


already accompliſhed, ſhould be ftain'd, with humanBiood, -- 4 
he ſtays (by an Angel) the Hand of the Father, that MHM 
do no harm rw. 3 57 7 * a fre 4 
Cod, ſering he had not withheld his Son, his only on, Fe *. 
N 5 85 Wy 2 5 Abraum 7 
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1 
who held the Fire and the Knife in his Hand; and ſeeing ſu un 
Preparation, and yet no Lamb for the Sacrifice, he asks his 
Father, Where is the Kid for a Burnt. Ofſeting? Abrabam hav- 
ing as it were forgotten himſelf as a Father, with a ſteddy 
and firm Conſtancy anſwers him, that God would, provide hm. 
ſelf a Lamb and being come to the place of which God had- 
told him, he builds an Altar, and lays the Wood id order 
thereon, binds Iſaac, and lays him upon the Wood en tie 


n 


34 * be * 0 0 „Hells. * 
Alraham looking about him, finds a Ram caught in a Thicker 
by the Horns near the place, and he takes him and offers him j 
up for a Burat · offering in the ſtead of his Son, and returns to 
his Place. This Hiſtory (which is full of ſo many Myſterys, 
and of which all the Circumſtances are as ſo many Figures of 
What ſhould be fulfilled in Jeſus Chriſt) is, according to the 
Fathers, of great Inſtruction to Fathers and Mothers, teach- 
ing them that they ſhould not love their Children more than 
Obedience to God, or let their Affections to them ſuperſede 
the Duty they owe to God, even when he requires them in Sa- 
crifice to him. But St. Chryſaſtom could not ſufficiently lament 
the Unhappineſs of thoſe Parents, who profeſs chemſelves 
Chriſtians, who do not ſacrifice their Children unto God as 
Abraham, but co the Devil, in engaging them in the Vanities 
and Follies of the Age, and corrupting their Manners by the 
Examples of their own wicked Lives. One only Araham, 
- faith he, offers his Son Iſaac to God, and a multitude of Per- 
ſons offer their Children to the Devil; and the Joy we have 
to ſee a ſmall number of Perſons who breed up their Children 
with ſome Care, is ſtifled by the Grief we conceive to ſee 
the great number of thoſe who deſtroy them, and who deſerve 
Either by their Ambition or Negligence to be conſider'd rather 
28 Parricides than as Parents of their Children. 1 
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wie Death of Sarah, Gen. 23. 


x. 12 be ing thus reſtored to his Father and 
ar of the _ | Mother, as a new Gift and Preſent from 
* World 2145 God, who at firſt had conferred him upon 
Before Chriſt them beyond all human ExpeRation, and con- 

18 59. trary to the order of Nature, he afterwards 

© becomes the ſole Comfort of his Mother Sarah 

in her old Age, as being ever an Honourer of his Parents, ſtu- 

dious in ſerving God, and addicted to the exerciſe of Virtue; | 
and after ſhe had lived one hundred twenty ſeven Years; and 

| after the Birth of Iſaac ſeven and thirty, the dies. (Hbrabam 

&. weeps for her, and after the time of his Mourning for 
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was expired, he thinks 1 to provide for Is 3 
and ſeck out a Sepulcher to bury her. Whercupom he ad- 
dreſſes himſelf to the Chidren of Heth, and tells Ny e 7} 
was a Stranger in their Country, deſiring them to ger bm a 4 
poſſeſſion of a Burying-place with them, chat he mig bury hls 4 
dead Wife out of bis Sight, The people of Heth treat 4 
with all Civility, in giving him the Name of the pri 4 
God, and permit him to take his Choice of their Sepulehrer, 
and ſelect in their whole City what Place ſhould. ſeem beſt ro | 
him. Abraham, who by a- pious Generoſtty would nor be 
oblig'd to any Perſon, returns his grateful acknowledgment 
to the People ; and unwilling to receive apy thing gratis, 1 
prays them to intreat for him 10 Ephron, one of the chir 
of their City, that he would ſell himthe Field with the table = 
Cave that was at the end of it, that he might there oh 
Me: . Ephron refuſes to take any Monv, for ir, but Veal. 
Live it him: Abraham continuing ſtedfaſt in his way o 
25 obliges Ephron ar laſt 5 him, chat the Fieſck he. 
ö was. worth four hundreu S hebel: of Silver; and while 14% 
:Epbron'(continu'd to preſs his Acceptance of it by  atl- * ty 
carreities he coutd, Abraham cauſes the Mony to he weigh hes 185 1 
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8 D Hiſtory of Geneſis. 
this Contract and Sale being made and confirmed before many 
Witneſſes, the Field belongs to Abrabam, and there he buries 
"his Wife. We cannet ſufficiently admire that this holy 
Perſon, after * ſo often received the Aſſurances from 
God, that the Land where he now was ſhould one Day be- 
long to him, did notwithſtanding never think or care, after 

this Promiſe ſo often repeated, to purchaſe therein any thing 
but a Sepulcher for himſelf and his Children. His continual 
Proſpe& of Heaven made him contemn the World, and all 
things here below, wherein he lived but as ever qying. And 
when God thought to give a laſting Poſterity to Abraham, 
'and to this Poſterity a more flouriſhing Land, Abraham thinks 
not but of his Death and Grave, and to leave no other Heri- 
tage to his Children than what he enjoyed himſelf during his 
Life, in the continual Thoughts and Contemplation of his 
Death. Thus we ſee how well this holy Man deſerved the 
Teſtimony St. Paul gives of him, that the Land of Canaan, 
the moſt — and pleaſant in the World, he either eſteem- 
ed as nothing, or at moſt it ſerv d him but as a Looking-Glaſs 
to contemplate therein another inuiſible Country, upon which 
his Mind was always buſied, being able wich St. Paul to ſay, 
that all the Pleaſures and Riches. of this World were to him as 

Dung and Droſs, „ | 
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Braham being grown old, and thinking 
it high time to provide a Wife for 1/aac 


9 5 Chriſt reſolves not to marry him with any 
| 1 56. . 


Ste ward to go in 


Daughters of Canaan, the Country he dwelt 
then in. Wherefore. he orders Eliezer his 
to Meſopotamia,” to ſeek a Wife for his Sn, 
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der departing, and arriving near the City of Nabor, he p 
od to ſhew him whom he had appointed to be a Wife for 
Mast; and carneſtly-beſeeches him, chat when the Daughters. 
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lord 2148. his Son (who was now almoft 40 Years of Age) 
of the 4 


chat might not draw upon him the Indignation of God. Elie- 


*% 


* 


. 


— 


"— "The H:i/torv of enges. 


hi 


4 


4 
7 
/ 

N U 


" BY) 


570 


WW 
, \\ 4 
IP 


Wi 


4 


An 


Ie 


LIT 
* 


Me ener e 


9.2 


of that City ſhould come forth to draw Water, he would mac 
her out to him by this Token; that when he ſhould as 

her a. little Water to drink, ſhe not only ſhould give hmm 
drink, but offer to make his Camels drink alſo. While Fe 
was thus making his Supplication ro God, Rebeka, Who Ws 
extremely beautiful, the Daughter of Bethuel, the Son af + 
Milcha, the Wife of Nahor Abrabam's Brother, comes our...” 
of the City to fetch Water; and as ſhe returned „ 


zer runs to meet her, and asks to drink a little Water out K 1 


1 


her Pitcher. She readily grants his Requeſt, and gives hint. 
to drink, and willingly offers her ſervice to draw Water fr | 
his Camels too. This faithful Servant knowing hereby, thx 
God had appcinted her for a Wife to his young Maſter, gives” "8 
her immediately Ear- rings and Bracelets, in acknowledgment 
of ſo great a Civiliey, and asks her who ſhe. mar; and if here 
Wat any room at her Father's Houſe for him to lug in Rete 
aſſures him there was, and immediately haſtens home to ad- 
'vertiſe them of what had happened. Laban her other, 
ſeeing the Ear-rings and Bracelets on his Siſter's Hands, 
out to Eliezer, and prays him to come into the Houſe, ' Sus 
zer being come in, proteſts he would neither eat gor de 
before * had told his Erxrand, and finiſhed W "3 
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"48 The Hiſtory of Genes. 
Which he came. He tells them, he was - Abraham's Servant g 


where having befought God that he mighe perceive by a To- 
key (which he told them) the Woman he had appointed 


demand her of them. Bethuel and Laban plainly perceiving 
the Finger of God in this Affair, conſent thereto; and affoon 
as Fliezer had preſented Veſſels of Gold and Silver to the 
Damſel and her Kindred, he riſgs on che morrow, and defires 
to be diſmifs'd, and to take his Journy back to his Maſter. 
The bong willing to retain him ſome time longer, call for 
Rebeka ich they had agreed on without asking her ad- 
vice, as St. Ambroſe obſerves) to know of her, if the would 
conſent to go away ſo ſoon. She ſhews her ſelf unconcern'd, 
be and not at all troubled at it, and follows Eliezer, ho haſtens 
© His Return to Abraham. Being come near home, he finds 


| was he ro whom God had appointed her for a Wife, covers 
 _ herſWf wich a Veil. Eliezer reports to. Iſaac the Sueceſs of 
His Journy, who takes Rebeha to Wife; and the Love he had 

+” for her (as the Seripture obſerves) comforted him in the 

Grief he ſtill entertained for the Death of his Mother Sarah, 
+ Who had been dead three Years. We ſee in the Conduct of 
this Story an admirable Pattern of what we ought ro obſerve 
to render a Marriage Sacred and Religious; that we ſhould 
not be led in our Choice of Wives by Gain or Pleaſure, ſo 


ö RL 57 of Eſtate and Riches, as the Quality of their Minds and 


poſitions: and ſuch we muſt ſeek for with great Care and 
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that God had made his Maſter exceeding rich, who heing 
willing to marry his Son, had ſent him into their Coupery, 


for aac, he found it was Rebeka, and therefore was come to 


Lage in the fields. Rebeke underſtanding from Eliexer that it 


much as by Virtue and Religion; not ſo much by the Quan- . 
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C HAP. XXIII. 
Jacob and Eſau, Cen. 25. 
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A FT ER the Martiage of Jaac with Rebe ba was happily | 
| conſummated, Abraham lives yet many years; till at laſt 
God calls him to himſelt, to the Fruition of thoſe Riches and 
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great Love to God. He followed God every where, . 5 
deliveted 
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him. In fine, having ſpent one hundred ſe- 


Tear of the venty and five Years in the continual exerciſe 


World 2183. of Piety and Virtue, he obtained (after hav- 
Before Chriſt ing been in-this World the Father and 
1821. Example of all faithful Believers) to become 
100 Tears af- in the other their blęſſed Sanctuary, to 


rer Abraham's make them find in his Boſom a heavenly Reſt. 
entrance into God, as the Scripture obſerves, after the 
Canaan, and Death of the Father, heaps up aud multiplies 
xs After the his Bleſfings on his Son Jaac, and nothing is 
Birth of Jacob. wanting to render him perfectly happy, but 


| the fruitfulneſs of Rebeka® For they had 
lived twenty Years together, without having had any Child. 
Iſaac, who was already ſeventy Years old, heteupon intreat- 


ed God to take away the Barrenneſs of his Wife ; God hears 


His Prayers, and Rebeka becomes big with Child of two Twins. 
And as the Children ſtruggled together in her Womb, Re- 
teba afrighted at chis ſurprizing Accident, and in ſome man- 
nes regrettiug her paſt Barrenneſs, enquires of God to know 
what this Prodigy did prefage : God anſwers her, that two 
Nation3\and two manner of People ſhould be ſeparated from her 
Bowels, and that the Elder of the two Twins ſhould ferve the 
Tounger. When the days for her delivery were fulfilled, Re- 
zeba brings torch two Twins. The firſt that came gut was 
red, und all over hairy, and his Name was called Eſau; and 


immediately the other follows him, taking hold of his Bro- 
ther's Heel, and is therefore named Jacob. 


Tear of the Theſe two Boys being grown, and being 
World 2188. about 20 Years old, according to St. Auſtin, 
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Before Chriſt it fell out that Facob having prepared ſome 


1816; Pottage of Lentiles for his own caring, Eſau 
| .rerurns -from hunting (his- uſual Employ- 
ment) and extremely weary with the Fatigue of his Exerciſe, 


- earneſtly begs he might ſhare with him of his Lentile Pot- 
tage. Jacob obſerving with how greedy a defire he asked 
dim, refufcs ro promiſe him any, unleſs he would ſell and 
 detiver up his Birthright to him; to which Eſau readily con- 
fſents, and in the ſame hour reſigns his Birthright to Jacob, 
and confirms it by a ſolemn Cath. It is che Saying of che 
- \Fathers, that theſe two Children very aptly tepreſent two 

farts of People; the one righteous, and dhe other” ficked, 
9 * . ö * bet cen. 
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Wickedneſs, in rendring them more humble, by ſeej 
Exils which others commit; from which God alone hi 


ed Facob with che moſt endeared and tender World 2245. 
Affection, confirms this advantage to him ma- Before Chrit 
Dy: Tears after, by an Inſtruction or Direfjan 1759. * 
. whally, myſterious: For 1/aac being grown 
ld, aged about 137 (tho he lived 44 Years longer) aut 
2 
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between whom there ſhould be Diſcord and War procl med 


Difference, which was made, as that of theſe. two Ch 


Nies uy - 
thoſe who place their Happinets in the Wealth and Glo of 
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even from the firſt moment of their Birth. One of theſe is re- 
preſented by Eſau, who tho they feem Eldeſt (or Feremoſt)} 
by reaſon of their great Advantages in the World, yer , 
bur the Servants of the Younger ; becauſe the Wicked do 
great Service to the Righteous, even by their Malice and 


pa- 
rated them, without their comprebending any thing this 


ren, 


even from the Womb of their Mother. Tus Eſaus 
his Birthright for a little Pottage of Lentiles, ought tot 


this World, and are eager and greedy for the contempitible 
Enjoyments of it; and who inftead of willingly depaftigg 
from them, as Jacob did, will renounce all the Riches ang Fe- 
licities of Heaven, that they may. poſſeſs the ſublunary and 
tranſient Glories of the Earth. But alas, they who are in 
this Condition, do not commiſerate or pity themſelves : and 
as it is obſerved of Eſau, that he was little concerned for havs- 
ing ſold his Birthright ; ſo theſe Perſons (of whom he. vas a2 
Figure) are very inſenſible of the loſs of thoſe eternal Ri» 7 
ches they ſuffer, and are little or not at all concerned at it,. 


provided they can but ſatisſy their Luſts and Paffions in th 


enjoyment of the Pleaſures of the World, which endure bug \ - 
for a moment. | . 
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F SAU having thus ſold his Birthright to RE + 4 
* = * their Mother, | who loy- 7 ear of . the N 
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Son whom he loved; and commands h 
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im to go a hunting, 


char ſo his Father, who could not ſee, might, tho he heard 
and knew Jacob's Voice, believe at leaſt chat by the Hair of 
his Hands it was his Brocher Eſau. Iſaac being accordingly 
ſurprized at his Voite; which he. believed to he Jacob's, cauſes 
him to come near to him; and having felt the Hair of th 
Skins wherewith his Hands were covered, He ſhth, That 
the Voice indeed was jacob, but the Hunde. were the 
Hands of Eſau. Atter he had eaten; and iti king; Z4c0b: 
bad ſmeit bis perfumed Garments, he bleſſes hit and wiſhes 
him the Dew of Heaven and the Fatneſs of the Huub. He in! 
ſtitutes and confirms him Lord over bi Brethren, Add etidy Rs 
Benedliction with tligls Words, Curjed bevety ons that cim 
der, end bleſſed be be that lieſe thre, .' Nase Rad Katie lee 
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0 The Hiſtory of Geneſis. F 63 1 
theſe Words, but Eſau comes in, and brings that which he had 
taken in hunting for his Father to cat, that he might bleſs him 
afterwards. The holy Patriarch is ſtruck with an incredible 
aſtoniſhment, when he underſtands what had happened. But 
however, far ſrom retracting or recalling what he had done, 
he on the contrary confirms it, becauſe he apparently ſaw: the : 
Finger of God in the Conduct of that Affair. Eſau then 

roars brit Wien 4 great and exceeding bitter C (as the Serip- 

ture obſeryes) and highly accuſes the Subtiley and Dectit pf 


2 


his Brother, and asks his Father, if he had bn one. A 
ſing? being in this caſe, as the Fathers remark, the Figure pf 
thoſe, who being glad to join God with the World, we 
enjoy the Conſolations of Heayen and rhe Comforts of 
Earth all together. /azc, moved with the Cries and Teats bf 
Eſau," at laſt blefſes him, and foretels of him, that by his | 
Excelleney in Feats of Arms, he and his Poſterity ſhould 78 
chaſe immortal Glory and Renown; but notwithſtanding he 
ſhould be his Brother's Vaſſal, and pay Subjtftion-and fHlomage 
to hi. Whereupon he conceives ſo -invenom'd'a Hatred v 
gainſt Jacob, chat he expects nothing but His Father's Death, 
as the faireſt opportunity to murder him. This Hiſtory, ſo 
myſterious thro the whole Series of it, points out to us Jess 
Chriſt clothed with the appearance of Eſau; and it is, accord - 

ing td the Fathers, an admirable Figure of the Reprobarion - + /* 
of the Jews, who covered after and long d but for the go 


| 


it, withour. being able to induce his Father to revoke what”... 1 
Teure. For, as he had contemned God, God flighted hs 
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Repentance, nor from-a true hapge of Heart. is 
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HE Anger and Rage of Eſau againſt his Brother Jacob 
who had thus ſupplanted him, and cunningly faarch'd. . 
away his Father's Blefſing, was too notorious, not to reach 
Rebeba's Knowledg ; and ſhe was too tender and affectionate a 
Mother, not to endeavour to prevent thoſe evil Confequen- 
ces which might thence ariſe. Wherefore ſhe believes * 
| neceſſary for Jacob to give place to his Brother 
e ſame year for ſome time, and, by his removing, ſweeten 
2245. the Bitterneſs of his Wrath againſt him, - 
Before Chriſt She loved rather to be deprived. of the Sg, 
1759. of him that was ſo dear to her, that ſhe night 
Jacob being the ſooner procure che Safery of het In, 
aAlxead) 77 than her own particular Satisfaction. Which 
Tears old, Counſel ſhe propoſes to Iſaac ; aud t 
| ate the more the reaſonableneſs and ng 


yo 


he Hifory of Geneſis. 
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of it, that it might be agreeable to him, ſhe takes hold of he 


| Matriage of Jacob as the propereſt Occaſion and Subject, 


ſhe tells him, ſhe could not endure that Jacob ſhould take a 
Wife of the Daughters of the Land of Canaan, and thereby 


imitate Eſau his Brother, who had married two of the ſame 


Country, without leaving it to His Father's Choice, or bein 
concerned at the Averſion his Father and Mother had again 
ir. She therefore prays Iſaac to ſend him into Aſeſopotamia 
to the Houſe of Bethuel, that he might marry in that Coun- 


A 
« Ta ond de J yr + 
1 4 14 0 . 
* 168 an; IIS 


a * The Hiſtory of Genes ?- ; 
the Providence of God takes of all thoſe wilo are his, in 
the Succeſſion of all Ages, that he will be preſent with them 
in cheir Affliction, and inthe Place of their Exile; that thus 
chey need not fear che Rage of Men, nor the Conſpiracies of 
-/ their own Brethren, fince they are bur as Inſtruments that 
ſerve to make them find, that God is more eſpecially ꝓreſent 
and ready at hand to relieve them. The Words which Jacob 
ſpake at his awaking from his Sleep, How dreadful is this 
Place! this in none other but the Houſe of God, and the Gate of 
Hegven, have ſince been applied tothe Holineſs of the Church, 
where the ſame God that filled Jacob with ſo holy a Fear, doth 
in ſpecial” manner exhibit his Preſence, and his Providence 
hovers over it as the Cherubims Wings over the Mercy-Seat: 
and it is to be wiſhed, that Chriſtians when they enter into 
it, would have in their Mouths and Hearts theſe Words of 
Jacob, and be ſeized, as he was, with a profound Dread and 


Fear of his Majeſty, whom their Faith aſſures them is there 
preſent. 
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C HAP. XXVI. 
Rachel and Leah, Gen. 2.9. 
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I IA OB aſſured of the Protection of God 
The ſame Tear | J by this myſterious Viſion, continues his 
2245. Journey without any fear, and arrives at Ha- 
4 wa As ran; where meeting cer rain Shepherds ac- 
companied with ſome young Maidens, he asks them if they 
knee Laban the Grandſon of Nahor, and whether he was yet 
alive? The Shepherds ſhew him his. Daughter Rachel, who 
was coming with her Flocks, to water them at a Well char 
was always kept ſhut by rolling a great Stone over the Mouth 
fit. Aſſoon as Facab eſpied her, he rolls away the Stone 
from che Well's Mouth, that Rachel might water her Focles, 
and then makes himſelf known to her. Rachel overjoyed; at 

ſo happy a Meeting, immediatly gives notice of it! £9 her 
Father .Laban, who runs in haſte, ta embrace Tacab, an 
brings him into his Houſe, Then Jacob declares the Fauſe 
and true Reaſon of his Journey, and unexpected N 
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as nothing for the Love he bare co her, and expecting the 
contented poſſeſſion of his Love, Jacob's Hopes are now -a& © 
laſt fruſtrated. For Labun not ſatisfied that the Younger * © 
ſhould be married before the Elder, in the Evening brings 
Leah and lays her in his Bed, inſtead of Rachel; and Facob 

not knowing her in the dark, takes her for his Wife. acbb 
complains of it the next Morning. But Laban, to pitify him, 
defires him toe fubfil her Week, ro conſummate the Celebra- 
tion of the firſt Marriage, and afterwards gives him Rachel, 
provided he ſerved him ſeven other Years. During theſe 
Leven Years Jacob had fix Sons by Leab: after which he toe 
Na x9 Wite, who continuing a long dime barren, and 
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68 The Hiſtory of Geneſis: 


bemoaning and ſhewing her Grief co her Husband, God at 
laſt hears her Prayers, and ſhe conceiyes and bears a Son who. 


is called Joſeph... Jacob, after che Birth of this Son, prays 
| Laban to diſmiſs him, and allow him the Liberry to teturn 
home to his Father: he repreſents to him, that he had 
ſerved him fourteen Tears; that he had managed his Eſtate 
and Concerns with all Uprightneſs and Equity; that now at 
laſt it was high time to work for himſelf too, and provide 
for the ſettlement and eſtabliſhment of his own Houſe. 
Laban earneſtly beſeeches him to tarry longer with him; and 
they covenant together for the Wages he ſhould give him, 
as the Reward of his Service; which obliges him to tarry with 
him fix Years longer. The Fathers, in obferving the Lite 
of Jacob, admire the Government and Providence of God 
in this holy Patriarch, whom God ſuffers to undergo a Ser- 
vitude of twenty Years, tho by his Promiſes he had made 
him Lord of the whole Land of Canaan: That his Children 
ſhould be the Princes of ſo great a Nation and People, and 
the Father himſelf a Subject, to toil and labour. God (ſay 
they) would teach us by this Example, that it is the Glory 
and Honour of Princes, and Paſtors of rhe Church, to la- 
bour and exerciſe themſelves in working and pains-raking ; 
and to be more ſolicitous to provide for and pleaſe - others, 
than to concent themſelves. Their Joy is the Joy of their 
People, and they facrifice with a ready and willing Mind 
their Labour and Lives for their good, becauſe all their Am- 
bition ought to tend to be able one day to ſay to God, whar 
Jacob ſaid to Laban, I have endured Heat and Cold in leading 
Forth thy Flock: 1 reſted neither Day nor Night, and my Sleep 
 gleparted from my Eyes : I have loft none of #hy Sheep ; the 
Thief hath not ſtoln, nor the wild Beaſt devoured any of them: 
Thy Cattel have not caſt their Young, nor is there any Barrenneſs 
among them; and for a Reeompence of the good Services I have 
endeavoured always to do unto Men, I have received nothing 
but Iogracitude and evil Treatment from he. 
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CH AP. XXVII 


Jacob's Return, Gen. 31. 


(3% having ſhower'd down his Bleffings Tear of the 
upon Jacob, and given him a proſperous © World 2268. 
Succeſs in all his Undertakings, being now Before Cbriſt 
grown exceeding rich and eminent, and be- 1739. 
come the Subject of Laban's malicious Emula- Jacob 104 
tion, this holy Patriarch perceives it was high years old. * | 
time to look about him, and to make uſe e 
of that ' Reaſon, Prudence, and Caurion he had heretofors* 
bbſerved when he left the Land of Canaan, i abanduning 
and quirting Meſopotamia now. While he chus rumigates up- 
on theſe Thoughts, without venturing to put them ih execu- 
tion, God himſelf commands him to return into the Land of 
his Nativity, and promiſes him his Conduct and Guidance, 
and his Divine Protection to defend him againſt any, furious 
Outrage of his Brother Eſau, Facob immediately provides 
- forthe. performing chis Order very privateiy, and far depart” * 
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ing from Meſopotamia in the quality he came thirher, that is, as | 
a Fugirive. To which end he calls his two Wives, Rachel and 


Leah, to him, and diſcovers to them his Deſign, to ſee how they 
ſtood affected to it: They both encourage his Proſecution of 


it, and are ready and willing to follow him. Jacob waits his 


opportunity, and while Laban was abſent, he departs, with- 
our taking his leave, or bidding him farewel, and carries with 
him all that belonged to him. Laban advertis d of this ſud - 
den and unſuſpeted Departure of Jacob, and underſtanding 
he had ar the ſame time carry'd away his Idols, purſues after 
him ſeven days Journey, in a ſtrange Fume and Rage, and 
overtakes him in Mount Gilead. Being ready to join him, 
God appears to Laban in the Night, and commands him to 


offer no Violence unto Jacob, for he had eſpouſed his Intereſt 


and Ciuſe, and would ſtand by and protett him. Aſſoon as 
he eſpied Jacob, he calls to him to have ſome conference with 


him; he thunders out his Complaints and Accuſations of Jacob's 


unmannerly and unjuſt Comportment, that he had carry a- 


way his Daughters, as Captives taken with the Sword, He up- 
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braids this hoſtile and fooliſh Action, of concea ing from him 
his Deſign: That he would have accompany'd him with 


Honaur, and ſent him away with all Demonſtrations of Joy 


and Merch, and would have taken his laſt leave of his Daugh- 


ters with Comfort and Satisfaction: That he did not diſap- 


prove his honeſt Defire of returning to the Land of his 


God, but that he ſhould-not have ſtolen away from him his 


Gods. Jacob interrupts him at theſe words, and» having ex: 


cuſed himſelf of the Secrecy of his Journy, denies the ſteal- 
ing of his Gods, with which he had accufed him; and offers, 


that with whomever he ſhould find his Gods, his Life ſhould be 


in bis band for that felonious Act. This he ſpake boldly and 


* 
22 — 2 
- - 1 


conidently, fer he knew not that Rachel had ſtolen che Ima- 
ges. Labun accepts this; and having made the moſt dili- 
gent and exact ſearch he could, he approaches towards Ra- 


chePs Tent: the underſtanding it, haſtily chruſts che Sods 


inco che Camel's Furniture, and ſits upon them. Rachel per- 
ceiving her Father's prying in every Cortier, and fearing: 


his Curieſity might leid him top far, beſeeches him to excuſe 
her that ſhe roſe nat to ſalute him, and pay him her Duty, 
tor hat ſhe was indiſpoſed; for, ſays ſhe," 3h? C m , He- 
. | p . ” x y dy — > ah 4 3-<, 1069. * 
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to no purpoſe, Jacob begins to complain of his feyere uſage 
of him, and unjuſt dealings to him through the whole courſe 
of his twenty years Servitude. But at laſt rhe Bitterneſs of 
their mutual Reſentments becomes more ſweet, and the heat 
of their Paſſions is allayed; and laying aſide all former Un- 
kindneſs, they enter into a mutual Covenant of Reconciliation, 
and ſwearing an everlaſting Alliance and Friendſhip one ro the 
other, they banquet together, and ſo part. St. Ambroſe ad- 


mires Jacob here, as a moſt perfect and exact Pattern of that 


Tuſtice and Wiſdom.we oughit to obſerve in our living in this 
World. He took care not to 2 or be Maſter of more 
than he was able to carry with him, that he might not be be- 
holden to any body, He loſes not 


longed to him, nor has he any thing that might be juſtly 


claimed by another. He inriches himſelf not only withour 1 
doing Injury to others, but by endeayouring and. procuring: . 's 
their particular Intereſts and Adyantages. Laban, who uted 


him after ſo ſervile and baſe a manner, and ſoughr ta obſtruſt 


his Welfare and Increaſe, and to do him all the Injury poſj- 


ſible, could in no wiſe ſucceed, or have his Deſign upon him. 


Tho he daily endeavoured to break the Meaſures of Jacobs 
Fortune, by his fre quent infringing his Promiſes; yer he 


could not hinder his rich Departure loaden with the greateſt 


affluence of Servants, Cattel, and a numerous Offspring; and 

his churliſh malicious Humour muſt give way when he had 

to do with a Man who lets Juſtice and Prudence-ga kind in 
hand through all his Actions, and who in all things was let 


and governed by the Spirit of God. Happy is he, ſays this 
holy Father, who can with Jacob ſay to the Devil and the 


World, Diſcern and ſee what is yours with me, and take it to 
you. And bleſſed is Rachel, who fled from an idolatrous 
Houſe, and trampled under her Feet the Idols of her Father. 
She hereby teaches Chriſtian Women, that tho Nature has it- - 
grafted in every Creature an Affection to the Place whence it 


had irs Birth and Beginning, and that to our Parents is moſt 


obligatory; yet they ſhould not be altogether le a ruled 
by chelt filial Paſſion towards their Parents, who too often 
ſacrifice them to the Idol of Vanity, and of the Age z but 
ſhould ſecretly withdraw from their Farher's Houſe, ven 
they fear the Contagion of ſpiritual Diſeaſes, and ſeek; ry. 3 
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men is upon me. Laban having made ſearch after his Images 
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| holy Country, leſt they render themſelves unworthy of G04, 
by loving their Parents more than him. e 
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CH AP. XXVII. 
he Reconciliation of Eſau with Jacob, Gen. 3 3. 
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ACOB thus dzliver'd from the hands of Laban, 

>The ſame J imploys his thoughts how he might free him- 
rear. ſelf out of the Clutches of Eſau his Brother, fear- 
ö ing the Memory of his old Diſcontent might be 
renew'd,: He begins ro contrive to inform himſelf how his 
Brother ſtocd affected towards him, and orders ſome of his 
Servants to go before to him, ro fignify his Return from Me ſa- 
Potuma into Camman, and to pray him to let him be acceptable 
ang- Welcome to him, hoping that Time had extinguiſtid all 
former Ditpleature. Theſe Meſſengers came back, and hav- 
ing reported to him that Eſau was juſt upon the Road march 
ing to meet him, attended with four hundred Men, he is ſeiz- 
ed with an extreme Fear, which makes him proſtrate himſelf * 
before God, and beſeech him wigh loud Cries and Supplica- 
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tions, to exert his Almighty Protection of him and his from 
* the Wrath of Eſan his Brother. Thus fixing his chiefeſt Con- 
| fdence in God, he next makes uſe of all his natural Pri». 
dence; and ſtudying to prevent any Detriment might hap- 
pen, as thinking he muſt by one means or other move his 
Brother to a Complacency, and divert him from any Outrage 
or violent Reſentment ; and ruminating on the various Me- 
thods that might be proper on ſuch Emergencies, at laſt a a 
Preſent appears to him the moſt plauſible. Wherefore divid- 
ing one part of his Troops, he cauſes them to march before 
him at their equal Diſtances, to the end Eſau meeting them 
coming one after another, their Ranks might make their 
Number ſeem greater, and conſequently a more noble and 
worthy Preſent; and if the mind of Eſau was ſtill poſſeſt 
with any Rarcour or Diſcontent, the ſight of ſo many Preſents 
might by little and little mitigate and allay it, and the humble 
Submiſſion of thoſe who preſented them, endear him to the 1: 
principal Donor. Jacob having thus diſpoſed and ordered his | 
Troops, cauſes them to paſs the River Fabboc that Evening, 
that his Orders might be the ſooner executed the next day. 
Being left alone, a Viſion appears to him, of a Man whe 
wreſtles wich him till che Morning ; and touching the Sinew 
of his Thigh, cauſes it immediately to ſhrink: But Jacob tak- 
ing freſh Courage, and renewing his Strength from ſo happy 
a hurt, tells him that had done it, and who would fain have 
retired and heen gone, that he would not let him go before he 
had bleſſed him. The Angel asks him his Name, and gives 
him that of Tfrael, which is ſince became fo famous to Po- 
ſterity. He aſſures him, that ſince he was ſo ſtrong and 
powerful as to contend with God himſelf, he ſhould nor fear 
Men, and that his Brother ſhould do him no harm or evil. 
Not long after Jacob ſees his Brother Eſau afar off, coming 
with 400 Men; and cauſing his Wives and Children to ny 
behind him, he paſſes over before them, and bows himſelf td 
the Ground ſeven times, until he came near him, Eſau mov 
ed with che Spirit of Sweetneſs and Peace, ar ſeeing ſo mu 
Humility and Submiſſion; runs to Faceb; and cloſely hugs 
and embraces him. He is hugely pleaſed inſeeing the Wiyes . oe 
and Children that. God had given his Brother, and is ver7 "Ws 
4nwilhng to accept thoſe Preſents. that he had cauſed to be ES. | 
offer d to him. And as he carnefily importunes Jacob to IH 
n enn . acce p? ol | 
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accept of his Company, that they might mutually efjoy the 
Comfort of each other's Converſation in the remaining part of 
.. heir Journy, Jacob excuſes himſelf, and repreſents to him 
the neceſſity he had to march flowly, by reafon of the Ten- 
derneſs of his Children, and the Weaknefs of his Cattel; but 
prays him to go before him to Seir, and aſſures him he would 
come to him, and pay him his Reſpects there. Thus he e- 
voided the Fury of a Brother, who had ſworn his Ruin and 
- Deſtruction. He does not ſtop to conſider his own In- 
nocence, and that it was Eſau who was culpable. He ob- * 
Hrerates and raſes out of his Breaſt thoſe Reſentments that 
might be there againſt his Brother; and if he was ſorry 
for his conveying himſelf away from him, it was more — 
St. Ambroſe ſaith) for the Intereſt of Eſau himſelf, than for 
. his own proper Advantage. He joined Strength and Courage 
with Gentleneſs and Meekneſs; and his Faith raifing him a- 
dove rhe Fears and Jealouſies which might diſturb his Mind, 
by preſenting to the Imagination the ſundry Cauſes he had to 
be atraid of an Enemy who appeared irreconcilable; he main- 
tain'd a Spirit of Peace in the midſt of Arms and Men of War, 
and continued urſhaken and ſtedfaſt in the preſent Danger of 
un apparent Death. But at laſt being become victorious by his 
Submiſſion, and having ſubdued the Fierceneſs of his Brother, 
he left us herein this Obſervation, That when Piety and vir- 
tue ſuffers it ſelf to be at firſt opprefled by Violence ane 
Outrage, it becomes more vigorous and active, and then victo- 
ricuſiy ſubdues all things by its Pov er and Efficacy; and thar 
God, who rules aud mcdcrares with an admirable Wiſdom the 
2 and Continuance of the Evils and Calamities of thoſe 
whom he affii&ts not but becauſe he loves them, turns as he 
pleaſes the Animoſity and Hatred of the moſt declared and 
ppen Enemies into Love and Affection, and mollifies the moſt 
ſtubborn Heart into tender Kindneſs and Complacency, 
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Dinah, Gen. 34. | 
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4e oB being returned out of Meſopotamia, e 
directs his Journy to Shalem a City of Tear ef the: 

the Shechemites ; and having bought a par- World 2274. 
cel of Ground, he takes up his Habitation Before Chris 
there. Here he lives peaceably without diſtur- _ 1710. 
bance, when after ſome time an Accident falls Digah then un- 
out that occaſions him much Griet and Vex- doubtedly 15 

ation; and it was thus: Dinah his Daughter, years old. -_* 
led by an unlucky Curiofity, goes out to ſre - 
the Bravery and Gallantry of the Women of that Country," 
Shechem, who was Prince of that Land, perceiving her, 
and: admiring ' the Excellency and Beauty of her Perſon; 7 
falls paiſionately in Love with her, and forcibly carries beſy} | 
away and deflowers her, His Love augments more afl more, 
and czundt be facisfied till he communicates to his Farber; - - 


= 9 x = 0 4 
*>, z £2 , OP "A. | - * f 
. = ® ; * - 5 Ce 
, : % 9 * „* * 
A 2 2 n \ ? ads & hy wo - * # 


0 
* 


R Hiſtory of Geneſis. | 
Aamor his Deſire of marrying her, which he accordingly , 
does. Facob is ſtrangely ſurprized, and troubled at this un- 
fortunate Overture; but his Sons difſembling their Reſenc- 
ments, chat they might the better revenge the Rape of their 
Siſter, anſwer Hamor and Shechem, who came to deſire their 
Conſent to this Marriage, and their interchangeably giving 
their Sons and Daughters in Marriage, that their Demand was 
not to be granted, becauſe they were not circumciſed; but if 
they would circumciſe themſelves, they might contract thoſe 
mutual Alliances. Hamor and Shechem make this Propoſition 
to all the People, who readily conſent to it, and are circum- 
eiſed every Male. On the third day, when the Pain of the 
Circumciſion was moſt ſenſible, Simeon and Levi (own Bro- 
thers of Dinah, who was the Daughter of Leah their Mo- 
ther) come, without ſaying a Word to Facob, and with 
Swords in their hands ruſh upon the City of Shechem boldly, 
and ſlay all the Males they could find, without ſparing the 
King himſelf, or his Son, whoſe luſtful Paſſion was the ori- 
ginal Cauſe of this Saughter. After this bloody Execution, 
the reft of Jacob's Sons enter the City, and ſpoil, pillage, 
and carry away all the Wealth and Riches of it as a Prey and 
Booty. Jacob is ſtrangely incens'd at this Action, and highly 
complains of Simeon and Levi, becauſe they had made him 
odious in that Country by ſo baſe and horrible a Treachery ; 
| and abuſing Circumciſion to gratify their Revenge, they had 
, _expoled him to Deſtruction, with all his Houſe, Jacob fear- 
ing the Reſentments of the neighbouring People about him, 
God commands him to go to Bethel, where he had heretofore 
appear'd to him, when he fled from the Face of his Bro- 
ther Eſau. And the Scriprure obſerves, that God caſt a Terror 
n \ on all the Cities through which he paſſed, that no 
Fear of the Man durſt purſue after him. Not long after his 
World 2288. Arrival there, Rachel his Wife dies in Child- 
Before Chriſt bed of Benjamin ; and almoſt at che ſame  / 
1716. time Jſaac his Father dies likewiſe, aged one 
| N hundred and foutſcore Tears: and his Sons 
. lau and Jacob buried him; who ſoon after ſeparate and 
| part aſunder, becauſe cheir Riches were too large for their 
dwelling together. This Hiſtory of Dinah has always been 
= related by the Fathers, as an evident Example, ſhewingus, + ' 
bos much we ought to avoid 2 nice inquiſitive Curioſity, and 
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to take heed how we mingle and accompany our ſelves with 
ſtrange Perſons. + But St. Ambroſe ſays, that if every one 
ought to draw this Inſtruction from ir, the Chriſtian Virgins 

are far more obliged to it than others. Retirement (ſays he) 
is cheir Partition, whereby they avoid ſeeing and being ſeen 
by the People of the World, becauſe they are no common 
Perſons with the Times; but what others affect and defire, 
they ought to deteſt and avoid; They ought to fear falling 

into the Curioſity of Dinah, in defiring to ſee new Faces an 
ſtrange Folks, who often live in the Profeſſion of Chriſtia- 
nity it ſelf, as if they were Heathens and Pagans. They can- 
not ſufficiently tremble, when they conſider the diſmal Con- 
ſequences of the Curioſity of this young Damſel of fifteen Years 
of Age, who by her wandring extravagant Nicety, loſt her 
Virginity, threw her Brethren upon the direful Sin of Mur- 
der, was the Ruin and Deſolation of a whole City, and con- 1 
ſtrained her Father to take his Flight, to preſerve him- 
ſelf from an imminent Danger, wherein he might hate pe- 
riſhed with all his Family, if God had not exhibited his di- 
vine Power and Goodneſs in defending him by a miraculous 
Aſſiſtance. 3 


Joſeph ſold, Gen. 37. 
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n thus eſcaped a War with n 
Strangers and Foreigners abroad, not long * Who was 
after experiments a civil and domeſtick one then full 16 
at home; which he was the more ſenſible of, Tears old, ank 
in that it was raifed and waged by his Chil- began his 19th 
. dren, who came out of his own Bowels. 45 A. M. 2276. 
ſeph the Son of Rachel, the laſt of his Chil- before Chriſ t 
. dren that he had in Meſopotamia, accuſes his 1729. 
Erethren of an enormous Crime before his Fa- 12 Tears Jes _ 
ther; hat it was the Scripture doth not men- fore the De? 
tion. This Accufation, ſo freely made by 9 aace. '” | 
. their *. youngeft Brother, and the particu #: 4: 
- 8 and fingular Love his Father bore to him, caufed fo ge 
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an Envy in the Hearts of his Brethren toward him, that they | 
"could not endure his Preſence, nor ſpeak peaceably to him. 


But it increaſed yet the more, afrer Joſeph had told them his 


tuo Dreams; in the firſt of which it ſeem'd to him, that as 
they were binding Sheaves of Corn in the Field, his Sheaf a- 
roſe and flood upright above thoſe of bis Brethren, and that 
pheirs flood round abyut his, and made Obeyſance to it. In the 
other he dreamed, he ſaw the Sun, Moon, and eleven Stars 
dleſcend tothe Earth, and humble themſelves before him. Theſe 
two Dreams, which preſaged his future Advancement and 
. Felicity, excite in his Brethren a ſtrange Perplexity and An- 
Fer, Which God made uſe of to be the greateſt ſtep by which 
be ſhould aſcend to Preferment and Grandeur, whom they en- 
vied and hated.” For ſome time after, Jacob being unſatisfied 
of the Welfare of his Sons, and how their Affairs proſper- 


ee ends Foſeph to them to Shechem. They, aſſoon as they 


perceive coming towards them, plot and reſolve his 
Deach. Reuben, the eldeſt of them all, would by no meahs 


conſent to ſo deteſtable a Defign ; and dokihz his Reſolution 


' T0 deliver him to his Father ea; he adviſes them not ro 
ſtain their Hands with tlie Blood of their Brother, dut co 
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keep them from char crying, Sin of Fratricige, and conegur 
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The Hiſtory of. Geneſis. 7 8 
themſelves with caſting him into a Pit, which was withoug 
Water, from whence he afterward hoped to bring him pris - 
vately, and reſtore him to his Father. To this Advice they 
all agree, and ler down Foſeph into this old Well; but in @ 
ſhorr time after they draw him up again out of the Well, 
and ſell him to certain Arabian Merchants of the Country: o 
the 1ſhmaelites, who accidentally paſſed by the place where 
they were. And that this wicked Action might not be ſaf-, 
pected by their Father, they dip his Coat in the Blood of a. 
Kid, and ſend it to Jacob to know whether it was his Son 
oſeph's Coat, or no. Jacob immediately knows it, and takes 
Fr as an undoubted Teſtimony of his Son's Death, by being 
torn by ſome ſavage Beaſt. He rents his Clothes, mourns 
and weeps for his Son Joſeph, and refuſes to be comforred, 
notwithſtanding all the Perſuaſions that could be ſuggeſted to 
mitigate the Extremity of his Grief. Thus young Foſeph, 
who had. foreſeen in his Dream his furure Grandeur and 
Dignity, did not fereſee his 3 and Slavery ; and God 
who had revealed to him the higheſt and moſt ublime Mat- 
ters, did not diſcover to him the imminent Evits and Miſchicts 
ready to fall upon his Head. He gave way for ſome. time o 
the Envy and Hatred of his Brethren, that he migkt in chis 
reſpe& bea true Figure of Jeſus Chriſt, and rhe Comfort orf 
all good Men, who ſhould in the Succeſſion of all Ages be i 
expqſed to the Malice of wicked Men, and the TOR 
of their own Brethren. The Griet of Fata, whicſi.$vas . _þ 
4 
4 
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ſo juſt and reaſonable, doth notwithſtanding 
St. Ambroſe ) ſerve for great Inſtruction to all. Fathers for 
if he mourned for the Death of a Son whom he 'dexply loved... 
he does perhaps lament him, becauſe he loved him tod 3- - 
and that this his exceſfive Love had been the ſole Gau his - 
Loſs, foraſmuch as he had ſtirred up and exaſperated; it * 
Joſeph, by his ſingular Affection to him, the Envy apd Ks 91 
cious Emulation of his other Brethren, It is good t * 
our Children, faith this good Father; and it is ag jut and 
reaſonable co have a more peculiar regard for thoſe wha are 
moſt vertuous, and accompliſhed with che perſectiom und 
Ornaments of the Mind: but it is dangerous to Thew this 0 
qiſtinction ourtatdhy, which may prejudice evenzh * Þ 
weloye, —— the Envy and EmAEEjãuũ d - 1 
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beſore chem. There is nothing we can procure more precious | | 
to a Child, than the love of all his Brethren. And we muſt | . 
not wonder (ſaith this holy Father) if a Field, or a particu- 
lar Poſſeſſion that we give to a Son, whom we love more 
than the reſt, excites the Envy of his Brethren, when a* 
ſingle Coat which Jacob gave his Son, a little finer, and 
more handſome than thoſe of the reſt, begun to kindle in 
their Hearts ſo horrible an averſion and hatred againſt him, 
as carried them on even to conſult the bloody Murder of their 1 
| own Brother ; the moſt moderate among them contriburing 
$i , to. take away his Liberty, leſt the reſt ſhould barbarouſly 
take away his Life. | 
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CH AP. XXXI. | 
TW Judah and Tamar, Gen. 38. ; 
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5 A £ this time, that is, before che ſelling of Webb, 
„ Moſes inſerts an account of an Accident, which ſhews 

God's admirable Providence, in cauſing che Royal Stem of 4 
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_ 8 The Hiſtory of Geneſis. 8 
el, and our Lord Jeſs Chriſt according to the Fleſh, to 
proceed from mean beginnings, For Judah, a-Youth about 
13 or 14 Years of Age, not content to ſtay in fis own Fami- 
f without his Father Jacob's privity or conſent, goes and 


ikes up a Friendſhip with an Adullamite, whoſe Name was 
Hirah; and taking a liking to a Woman in that City, he mar- 


rys, and begets three Sons. Haſty Marches ſeldom ſucceed 


well. Fudah when his Sons were grown up, takes a Wife 


for his eldeſt Son Er, whoſe Name was Tamar. This Son 


dying without Iſſue, he gives his ſecond Son Onan in Marri- 
age to her; it being then à. Cuſtom, that the Brother or near- 
eſt of Kin, who was unmarried, ſhould marry his Erother's 


or next Kinſman's Wife who died without Iſſue, that he 


1 


might beget Children who ſhould bear the deceaſed Brother's. - 


Name, and be reputed his. Onan knowing this, commits 4 


moſt wicked Action, to thwart this Cuſtom, and thereby pro- 


cured his own Death and Deſtruction. Judah having chus 
loſt his two Sons, by a judgment of God which he could not 
comprehend, ſends Tamar to her Father's Houſe, to ſtay till 
his third Son Shelah ſhould be grown fit for her. For being 


utterly ignorant of the Cauſe of his Children's Death, he ſuſ- 


pected his Daughter - in-Law for it, and thinks to put off this 


third Marriage, either with an Intention to forſake her quite, 
or to take time to find out the true Reaſon of the precedent 


Deaths, and to redreſs it. Shelah being now of Years, and 


1 
. EY 


raking the Opportunity of a-feaſting-time, when Judah was 


Tamar impatient of her Father-in-Law's Delay, in giving her 
her promifed Husband, reſolves ro deceive the Deceiver ; and 


to go te his Sheep-ſhearers, ſhe way-lays him in the Habit of 


a Harlot, and induces him to her Embraces: Judah, not 


knowing who ſhe was, and thinking her to be a Harlot, by 
her being fo muffled up, according to the Faſhion of unchaſty, 


= 


Women, without examining who ſhe is, or whence ſhe came? 


is immediately inflamed wich Luſt, and would purchaſe! her: 


Embraces at any rate, and fhe as readily conſents ; and? he 


begetz on her Twins, whoſe Names che holy Scripture calls 5 
Pharez and Zarab. This Story is recorded, firſt, to ahate 


the Pride of thoſe haughty Jews, who glory ſo much -f 


their Fedegree and Name of Fudah, chat they were fo bold = 
as to tell dur Saviour, Ie art not born f. Fornication. Se: 
condly to mind us, chat chere is no ann on i 
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82 The Hiſtory of Genes. 
Earth without blot and blemiſn. Thirdly, that we may con- 
ſider and ad mite the utter Abaſement of our Lord Chriſt, 
who. would be born, not only of holy, but of impure Paren- 

tage: And this to ſhew, that he borrowed no Grace or Glor) 
frem his Progenitors ; and as he needed not to be ennobled, 
ſo neither was he difparaged by them: That as the Sun 
clears c hatſoever filth is found in the Air, or on Earth; ſp 
by his Purity and Paſſion all our Sins are expiared and done 
Away. | 5s : a 2 | 
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CH AP. XXXI. 
* Joſeph's Chaſtity, Gen. 39. 
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IO SEP H, being thus ſold by his Brethren, is carried into 
J Egypt and fold te Potiphar, a Servant of Pharaoh, and a 
Man ot great Charge and Authority about him. But God, 
- , Who never leaves the Innocent in their "Perſecution, makes 
e more Kindneſs and Friendſtüp in a ſtraunge Land, 
han he had in his own Country, and among his on 1 | 
$ pur "Mp Ws 363 e pee 778 12 f is 
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5 ular, 2 and 2 che Care and — of. his 
wink Houſhold in his prudent 1 and Govern ; 
ment. While 70 e enjoyed theſe happy Privileges and 
motions, his Mi ffs, the Wife of Potiphar, admiring his 
it, Beauty and Diligence, is hurried away by a deteſta- 
ble Paſſion for him, and diſturbs his peaceable Fruition ol 
on his Felicity. Having often caſt her Eyes 


pon Foſeph, and obſerved the Comelineſs of About the ew | 


his P Perſon, and his graceful and diſcreet Car- of the World 
riage, ſhe conceives ſo unchaſt and inordinate 2286. : 
an Affection for him, that not able to keep it Before Cori 


in her enflamed Breaſt, ic ſoon breaks forth 1718. 5 I 


into Words, from Words to preſſing Sollici- Joſeph, being 


rations, and ar laſt into open Violence. For 27 years, d. 


anding . conſtant and reſolved, and that Torn, abul, 
d not by Flatteries of Adyancemens 


8 him, nor "= Terrors of Revenge. compel him to tans 1 


unlawful aud luſtful Embraces, he having too great A; Feat | 
of God, and too high a Reſpect for his Matter, than to. come 
deſcend to ſo nefarious and ungrateful an Act; this. Woman 
at ine not able to overcome her exorbitant Paſſion, nor 
her ſelf by the Modeſty of à Slave, finding him 
day alone in the. Houſe, catches hold on his, Garment, 
= ty have conſtrain d him by F er to h her amo- 
on Defire, which he had always refuſed to 
ſtancy. and Reſolution. Foſeph in ſo | preſſing extreme 


Room. This Egyptian, Lady, nectled at this. Repulſe 
| 4752 changes her Affection into a Hatred full of . 
U diately makes a great Outcry, and Noiſe, in the Pa 
if bh, had ſollicited her to violate her conjuga) dell. 
; and holding the Cloak in her Hand, which was a Witte 
00 97 Uncleanneſs, and might have made even her im- 
de 7K. alk, the on 1 50 . makes. uſe of it as, 
k.o her F 


usband. The too 
c *. . rag e bling Tears of bis vb 


Danger 0 his Cloak in her hands, and flies ſuddenly out 1 
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5 I 84 | The Hiſtery of Geneſis. 
Wife, not making any Inquiſition into the Truth, renders 
bim unjuſt and cruel. He falls into a great Rage againſt 
Fa, and cauſes him to be put into the Royal Priſon, where 
- he was kept a cloſe Priſoner. Thus (faith St. Ambroſe) Men 
are ready to hearken and lend a willing Ear to Caiumny, and 
forged Imputations, but they impoſe Silence (and not a word 
to be ſaid of that) upon Truth and Reality. It is a Woman 
who ſpeaks, and who ſpeaks without Witneſs. She ſees 
that the Conduct and Government of Foſeph fo upright and 
unſpotted, is the Condemnation of her leud and unchaſt 
Carriage. She undertakes to ſacrifice him to her Revenge, 
and to puniſh Chaſtity in him, after having trampled it under 
| foot in her ſelf. Thus it was (adds this good Father, ob- 

- ſerving the Times of the Arian Perſecution) that the Priſons 
became ſometimes the Portion of innocent and guiltleſs Per- 
ſons ; and they chat endeavoured to corrupt and pervert the 
Faith and the Truth, thruſt into Ferrers and Itons thofe who 
would not be. the Adulterers of them, and violate their 

- Plighred Troth to them. However, let not the righteous and 
zuſt Perſons (continues he) be confounded or trouble them- 
ſelves. God deſcends and accompanies luis into their v 

Priſon-Holes, as it is faid of this holy Patriarch, and do 

not leave them in their Bonds and. Fetters. As it was then 
the time when God made his Almighty Power appear by viſible 
& TJudgments; he makes uſe of the Hatred and Malice of this 

Woman upon this Occaſion, as an Inſtrument in his hand, to 

effect his divine Intendments of making Joſeph Lord of all 

Egypt. But under the Diſpenſation of the new Law, fol- 

- lowing the Example of Jeſus Chriſt and the Martyrs, the 
Righteous who are treated and handled as  Foſeph was, do pre- 
fer his Patience before the Grandure that followed it; and 
in the Affliction which God and Man together may bring upon 
them, they have a peculiar regard ro God alone, without any 
reſpect to Man. They know they are culpable and Sinners 
before God, tho they might be innocent of thoſe Crimes they 
are charged with by Man; and they bleſs the Hand that heals 
them, even when it ſmites them. They nor only with Joseph 
entertain no Reſentments or revengeful Thoughts, againſt 
thoſe who might have contributed any thing to the bringing 
them into the Condition wherein they are; but on the en 
. e do really beers, they arc the more gerd ze he 
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The Hiſtory of Geneſis. "8g I 
and affect them. They reckon the Days of their Aﬀfi&tion 
amongſt the moſt happy and fortunate Days of their Life; 
and being perſuaded they muſt not expect their Liberty but 
in Death, they fay with Job; I have in Heaven him who is 
the Witneſs and Fudg of my Heart, and it is ? him alone 


J expect the Juſtification of my Innocence, and Reward of my 
ſufferings. | LIE 


CHAP. XXXIIIL SW 
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N * my / 
CTIA 4 
% | W — 
| = <Q 
| N 
it * ? 4 2 
* — 8 == — 
— . 
* 
2 A KS , 
* 
k PZ + -- 5 
2. . * 2 4 i4 p 
Ay * 
», 77 » 8 —— 4 
1 IN 
4 i 7 4 
RS L / 
V. 75 * 7, 
— — = 
7 N = E= 2 
7 N —— —= 


N. 
N. 
t N 


. . ” * «4 


F being in Priſon, and patiently en . «5, yg 

during the Neceſſity of his Bonds, receives Tear f the + 
ſo many Favours and Kindnefles in this his World-2287.. : 7 
cloſe Confinement, as makes ir appear, that Before Chriſt 


however acceſs ro Favour in ſuch Places. is 1217. 
_ ſometimes denied ro Men, yet there is access 
_ tothe Mercies and Providence of God; and chat tle more 
MM are expoſed to the Triais.of their Faichfulneſs to we ; 
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the more they receive the Marks and Evidences of his Boun- 
ty and Goodnes. Here he behaves himſelf with ſo much 
Vireue and Wiſdom, chat the Keeper of the Priſon obſerving 


his Diligence and Fidelity, gives him an Authority over all 
the other Priſoners, and nothing is done but by his Order. 


Things being in this Poſture, two of King Pharaoh's Officers, 
the one his chief Butler, and the other his chief Baker, ka- 
ving cffended their Lord, and being put in Priſon under the 
Tuition and Government of Foſeph, they each of them 


dream 4 Dream that prefaged their future Fortune. The 


chief Butler in his Sleep beholds a Vine which ſeemed to bud 
and bloſſom in three Branches, and at laſt brought forth three 
ripe Cluſters of Grapes, which he preſſed into Pharaoh's 
Cup, and . preſented to him to drink. The chief Baker 
dreams he had three white Baskets on his head; and carrying 
in the uppermoſt all forts of Bake-meats, che Birds of the Air 
come hovering about him, and pecked and devoured them 
all. Foſeph then figuring Jeſus Chriſt in the diſtinction he 
made between theſe two fellow-Priſoners in their Puniſhmenrs, 
tells che Baker, that within three Days he fhould be hanged ; 
and to the Butler he ſays, that within three Days Pharxcb 
ſhould reeſtabliſn him, and reſtore him to his former Credit; 
and therefore prays him to remember him, when the Event 
of his Prediction really ſucceeded. But the Butler quite 
forgets Joſeph in his Proſperity, until about two Years after, 


| 4 a Dream that Pharaoh had, made this ungrateful Officer re- 
member the Dream he had heretofore, and Joſeph that had 


interpreted it to him. Pharaoh ſeems in his Dream, that 
walking by the River Nilus he ſaw ſeven very fat and well - 
favoured Kine, which came up out of the River, and fed in 


the Medows. He next beheld ſeven other Kine coming out 


of the ſame River, fearfully lean and ugly, which nevertheleſs 


devoured the ſeven firſt that were fat and well fed. At 


8. which he awaking, and being troubled what ir might ſignify, 
while he was ruminating on their meaning, he falls aſleep. 


again; he dreams he faw ſeven Ears of Corn, full and good, 
chat ſprung up in one Stalk, which were devoured by ſe- 
& ven other Ears chat were thin, ſmall and withered, thar 


ww. 


came up after them. No one therefore beitg able to inter- 


pret this Dream, chis Butler ſpeaks of Jeſeph to Pharaoh, - 
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bow the Knee before 
' Gloty, and to come forth out of a condition inta_which God 


Compariſon. more great, of which' 


' Deſpair and Remorſe. Theſe Changes. palpably happen iim 


" The Hiſtory of Geneſis.” ” 
and ſupernatural. The King immediately commands he 
ſhould be ſent for, and brought before him. Foſeph having 

heard theſe Dreams, tells the King what they ſignify, that 

there ſhould come ſeven Years of great Plenty and Fertility, 
and they ſhould be followed with feven Years of dreadful - 
Famine and Sterility. To prevent which, he counſels and 
adyiſes the King to make him great Storehouſes and Grana- 

ries; and to gather and lay up in them all the Corn of thoſe 

firſt good and plenteous Years, that it might ſerve for Food 

in the ſeven Years of Famine. Pharaoh admires the Prudenee 

and Wiſdom of this young Man, and believes there was none 

more capable than he to accompliſh fo great a Deſign ; and 
hereupon gives him full Authority over the whole Land of 
Egyps, cauſes him to ride in his own Chariot, and commands 

a to march befbre him, to- oblige all the People to 
Foſeph, whom he calls the SaFiour of 
the World. Thus this holy Perſon began to enter into his 


hach at firſt put him, and which was made the Foundation of - 3 
that Grandeur to Which he was pleas d to advance him; | He 
was not dazled at this ſo ſurprizing a Change; and as: hig 
Humiliation or abjett Eſtate did not deje&t and caſt hid 7 
down, fo neither doth his Glory and Honour elevate of uk 
him up. He received Good and Evil at the hand of GO 
with an equal Regard; and keeping in his Heart a Moderation 
and good Diſpoſition always uniform, he entertains not the 
leaſt thought in the midſt of his great Power and Author 
of revenging himſelf upon thoſe who had ſo unjuſtly di 
noured him by their falſe Accuſations, and who were o 
much puniſh'd even by the Remembrance alone of their un- 


natural Crimes, and needed no other Torment cha theie 


the World, when God thinks fit to have them; but there are 
ſome which ariſe inviſibly every day by a Miracle beyonek 
ſeph's Advancement was 
but a Figure; I mean, when thoſe who have been-as it were 
&; eh K the Feet of Men, and diſhonoW@td and deſu- 
med by Priſons and malicious Inventions, ſudden! 
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Joſepb's Brethren, Gen. a2. 
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acbb having received from King Pharaoh fo great a Power, 
.Y aud being the Depoſitory of his Royal Authority, gives. 
on to this Prince to obſerve how happy a King is when 
Be" has a wiſe and prudent Miniſter, and that one good Coun- 
ſellor in his Chamber is to be preferred before all his Treaſury, 
or the Riches of his Exchequer : he immediately applies his 
Study and Care for the Happineſs and Welfare of the. Peo- 
ple, and procures a Plenty againſt the time of Scatcity. 


When he had gathered and carefully laid up in Store all the 
| Corn of the firſt ſeven Years, and that che 
Tear of the Famine began already to infeſt and pinch rhe, 
' World 2294. People, the Multitude pfreſſed with. Hün- 

Before Chrift ger and Miſery, having recourſe to "Pharaoh, 
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their humble Suits, and does nor deny any Body. The Land 
of Canaan is not ſpared or exempt from the Calamity of this 
neral and extraordinary Famine, Where- bo 

re Jacob underſtanding that Egypt was the The following 

enetal and only Market where Corn is fold, year. 
be bids his Sons go down thither, and buy 2 
for him and his Family. Foſeph prefently knows his Brethren, 
but would not make himſelf known to them; and fearing teſt 
they had treated little Benjamin with the fame hard meaſure as 
they had uſed to himſelf, he pretends (that he might ſound 
them, and clear his Doubt) that he took them for Spies. 1 
juſtify themſelves from this Reproach, they tell him; rhar 
they are all the Sons of one and the ſame Father, who was 
in Canaan with the youngeſt of their Brothers. Foſeph' rells 
them, that to be aſſured that this their Allegation was true, 
there ſhould tarry one of them as a Pledg of their Figelry 
behind, and the reft ſhould return with their Corn to their 
Father, and bring their youngeſt Brother with them, of whom 

they had ſpoken ro him, And now it is that the Extrem 
to which they ſaw themſelves reduced, made them al 


guage of their Country, Foſeph ſeeing them thus perplexed, 
is ſtruck to his very Soul with fs relenting a ſenſe of frat | 


Love, that not able any longer to refrain om Tears;; 
turns himſelf and retires from them ro weep : but reti | 


within a ſhort ſpace, and contenting himſelf irh retaining 


Simeon Priſonet, he ſends away the reſt back, and. gives 


ſpecial order that their Sacks ſhould be filled wich Corn, and 


that their Mony ſhould be ſecretly ſnut up in their Sacks, 
which they, had brought to buy Corn wichal. When they 
were returned home to their Father, Jacob is very difconſo- 


late, and mightily troubled at the Engagement of his Sons, 


whereby they had expoſed themſelves to take away Benimm, 
from him, as it were, by Violence. He calls to mind che 
Grief and Sorrow which the loſs of Foſeph had heretofore oc- © 3 
caſioned him, and fo he reſolurely and de terminately tells 


them, that he would nor ſuffer that laſt and deareſt of his 


Children co go. The holy Fathers admire-exceedingly, in 
. the whole. Series of this Hiſtory, the Providence where 5 
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mind the Evil and Cruelty they had done to Joſeph; and as 
they lament among themſelves their Mis fortune in the Lan- 
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King ſends them to Foſeph, who doth graciouſly hearken to | 
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| God Almigh 


The Hiſtory of Geneſis. 
doth rule and govern-all things, the Method 
and Couple of which no Man is able to reſiſt. All that Jos 
Feb Brechten intended by their ſelling him was, to hinder 
his Grearneſs which had been foretold by his Preanis; and he 
becomes great, betauſe they had ſold: him. It was expedi- 
ent that they ſhould be humbled and caſt down, that he might 
be exalted and liſtèd up; and their Hatred was the moſt receſs 


ſary Step for his Glory to aſcend by. God was pleaſed to 


have theſe Hiſtories obſerved: in his: ſacred Writings, to che 
end he might convince the moſt? incredulous and ſtubborn 
believers, that it is he who goveras all things in this World, 
iat Men cannot oppoſe or withſtand his Will, that he over- 
es and prevents the maſt powerful and active in their moſt 
cret Intendments and mature Deſigus; and that as the wi- 
of Kings ſaith, There is no Wiſdom, nor Prudence, nor 


Counſel that can reſiſt him; for he makes the reſiſtance it 
ſelt of Men to be inſtrumental for accompliſhing his Deſigns; 


and does by them, notwithſtanding their Oppofition, hat- 
ſhever he pleaſes with great Eaſe and Facility. 7. 
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yok made known to his Brethren, Gem. 45. 
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HE Famine encreaſing daily more and i " Eid 

more, and the Corn beginning to fail Tear af the; 
in Jacob's Family, it makes him ſoon reſolve World nag. 
to let Benjamin go into Egypt, left he ſhould Before- Chris Z 
ſee him periſh by Famine, whom he before 1 2 
feared would dic A his Abſence. Fudah very W 
much helped to this Conſent from Jacob, p 
him with all the Certainty and Faithfulneſs poſſible, to to be 
reſponſible to him for Benjamin, and bring him ſafe back a» 
gain to him, or elſe to die together with him. They depare 
therefore for Egypt, 22 wich Preſents for pb; : Where 
being arrived, the nt themſelves before him, ha ſee« 
ing his Brethren an little Benjamin, preſently gives order for 
their being brought in, and a Feaſt prepared for their Enters! 
e l UE: , and caunot 1 the 


92 The Hiſtory of Geneſis: oY 
- Reaſon of this Treatment. Fear and Conſternation ſeizes 
them becauſe of the Mony they found the firſt time in their 
' Sacks ; and to prevent an Impriſonment, they excuſe rhem- 
ſelves to Joſeph's Steward, and tell him, that in the diſcharge 
of their Truth and Honeſty they had brought the Mony back 
again. As ſoon as the Steward had comforted them and ſe- 
cured them from their needleſs Fears, and had ſet Simeon at 
liberty to converſe with them, Joſeph comes in to fit down at 
the Table. They bow down to the Ground before him, and 
humbly offer him their Preſents, which he readily and hear- 
tily accepts; he ſpeaks kind'y to them, and asks them the 
News of their Father, and of his Welfare. But the fight 
of his young Brother, who and himſelf were the only Sons 
of Rachel, touches him ſo near, and makes ſo ſenfible an 
Impreſſion on his Heart, that after having wiſhed him the 
" Bleſſing of Heaven, his Tears, which were the Teſtimonies 
of his tender Affection, not able any longer to hold burſting 
forth, oblige him to retire, that he might the more freely 
. Thed them, and weep with greater liberty. Wirhin a fhorc 
while he comes in again with a cheerful Countenance, and 
placed himſelf at the Table, and cauſes his Brethren to fir 


down witch him. This Day paſſes in Mirth and Joy 3 and as 


| ſoon as his Brethren were ready to return, Foſeph orders that 

their Sacks ſhould be filled with Corn, and their Mony reſto- 

red as at firſt; bur commands his Steward to put up his Cup 

- which he uſually drankin, into Benjamin's Sack. Scarce were 

they gone out of the Ciry on their way, but he orders the 
Steward of his Houſe to run after them, who overtaking 
them, complains of their Ingratitude in rewarding Evil for 

Good, for that they had ſtolen his Maſter's Cup. They all 

excuſe themſelves of this Crime, and conſent that he who 

ſhould be found guilty of that Theft, ſhould remain a Pri- 
_ | ſaner, and be his Lord's Bondman. They carefully viſit and 
ſearch each Man's Sack, and at laſt the Cup was found in 
Benjamin's Sack. Then the reſt are all in a conſternation, and 
condoling their Brother's Misfortune, they all offer themſelves 

to remain Priſoners in the room of little Benjamin. Judah 

is more urgent and inceſſant in his Inſtances and Supplicarions. 

than the reſt; he boldly repreſents to Foſeph the Promiſe he had 
1 made to his Father of faithfully bringing Benjamin to him a- 
2s, and aſſures him he could not bear the unwelcome 3 


* | 


af the Captivity of his Son, ſo near and dear to him, but x 
would torment and vex his old Age, and endanger the loſs 

his Life; and therefore intreats his Clemency, that he would re- 
mit the Offence of Benjamin, in reſpect alone to that venerable 
Name of Father, which Character himſelf bore; and in com- 
paſſion of his Age, retract the Juſlice of his Reſentment, leſt 
his gray Hairs, by ſo unexpected à Calamity as that of being 
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deptived of his deareſt Child, ſnould be brought too ſoon 2 y 


with Sorrow to the Grave. Joſeph no longer able to refrain 
himſelf, and perforare an angry and incenſed Man, com- 
mands every Man to go out from him ; and being alone with 
his Brethren, he breaks forth into a great Cry, and tells them, 
he is Joſeph. They are immediately filled with Aſtpniſhment 
and Fear, and are terrified at his Preſence ; but Zoſeph to 
comfort them, tells them, that it was by the particular Order 
and Will of God they had uſed him after that manner; that 
he looked upon them as the Miniſters of God's wonderful 
Providence; that he was ſent into that Country to ſaye their - 
Lives from the Famine, and provide for their common Good, 
He embraces them all, and bids them haſten with all 'expe- 
dition tg carry this News to their Father, to the end he mi hr 
come With all his Family in the Chariots which Pharaoh, filled 
with Joy at the News of their Arrival, had cauſed: tg be 
given them, charg'd with a Magnificence worthy of a Prince, 

who acknowledged the Obligation he had to ſo wiſe and pra- 
dent a Miniſter, This Hiſtory does of it ſelf manifeſt: (as 
the Fathers obſerve) of what a mild, gentle, and ſweer * 
Diſpoſition this holy Patriarch was, and how much Chriſtians 
aught to learn from this excellent Perſon to forget Injuries 
and Wrongs. He himſelf finds Excuſes to palliate the Of- 

fences of his Offenders; and far from making them the: leaſt 
Reproach, or upbraiding them with their injurious Uſage of 
him, he labours to diſſipate thoſe Fears and Jealouſies which the 


ſight of their Crime had filled their Minds with : Having &  .- 


ſovereign Power to puniſh them, he employs that his Autho- 


rity to do them good; and inſtead of an angry Countenance,: = 0 
frowning and lowring, the token of an incenſed and highly 


diſpleaſed Perſon, they ſee in him that Serenity and Compla - 
cency which was. the Mark of his Tenderneſs and Affection- 
The Charity of this holy Perſon was an excellent Figure of) * 
che prodigious Bounty of Jeſus Chriſt, who being ſol * | 
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09 Brechren, not only pardoned them for his cruel and igno- 
L minſous Deach 


7 


$ Deach, but made even the Blood which they ied 
the Price of their Redemption, and the Cure of their 
Wow, 
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„ H AF rl. 
++ + - Jacob goes into Egypt, Gen. 46. 
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A 8 ſoon as Joſeph's Brethren were returned into Canaun, 
A and made report to Jacob of rhe Succeſs of their 2 
„and acquainted him wich that ſurprizing welcome News 
2 his Son Foſeph who was yet alive, and in preat Authori 
aud Power in the Kingdom of Egypt 3 the good Man, ſiruck 
= with dt! amazing Wonder at the Works of God, falls as it 
nere into 4 deep Swoon, and becomes benumm d and ſeaſleſs. 
Fiucob being recovered, arid his Spirie revived, and -under- 
ſtanding more particulatly the Providence and Goodneſs” of 
EK . God:to his Son, he thinks of nothing more than his ſpeedy 
-* Piepirarion to go alt vit him; py ng Rar 
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ighy then die contented, and. depart in Peace. He. 1 
s Deſigu a little of tranſporting all his Family into , 
ecauſe of the Promiſes God had made to him, ot ging 
him the Land of Canaan for an everlaſting Poſſeſſiou; he 
feared that his Poſterity becoming as it were charmed with 
the Delights f Egypt, would neyer chink of returning as 
2 that Country, and that they would prefer the Pleas 

they found in a ſtrange Land, before Felicity and 

Proſperity which God reſerved for them in that Country which 
ſhauld be their true narive Soil, and Patrimony. Hut God 
removes this trouble and perplexiry af his 
Mind, by a Viſion in che Night; and after- Tear f the 
Wards being encouraged, he go forward Hemd 22986. 
vrichout Fear, to ſee chat which he held moſt Before: Crit 
dear in the World. Afſoon as Jeſeph was ad- 17/0 -. 
vertiſed by one of his Brothers of Facub's ap- IN. the Be. 
proach ¶ Judah poſting before to give him aing of : is 
mo he goes out to meet him as far as the third+ Ter Tr 
Land of Gaben; and ſeeing his Chariot co- the mines. 
ming up, he alights and goes tu embrace his ; 
Father Facob, Joy ſtifles their Words, and they hold toge- 
ther in one ahbocher's Arms wirhour ſpeaking) a Word. 
After the Teſtimonies of Joy, and tlie Tears, chat ſauhhaght ; 
for and unexpected an Interview hu cauſed on both ſides; Jo 7% 
ſeph leads his Father to Pharaoh th ſalute him; and becahſe © 7 
he defired they ſhould dwell all together in a Country of E. 

pt ſeparate and apart from the Egyptians, he is not-aſhamed 
in his Greatneſs and Honour to carry his Father and his Bre- 
thren into Pharaoh's Preſence, and to declare freely before 
him, that they were of a Condition and Occupatien which © 
the Egyptians looked upon with Abemigatien, vic. Tha. 
they were Shepherds, Having therefore obtained of the King 
the Land of Goſhen for them to inhabit in; they live here 
plentifully provided for, and are unſenſibſe of the direful- 
Effet of the then raging Famine ; and this great People of 
Iſrael, who then exceeded not the number of ſeventy Souls, 
was by Fyſeph's Providence and Bounty preſerved andinou- 
riſhed. Thus, as St, Chryſoſtom obſerves, God regulates and -' i 
orders things with retation to his Ele& ; and he-capſes-happy  - (3 
2 unhappy Events, proſperous and adverſe Fortune, tc 


law and ſucceed one another in their Lives wich à Wander- 
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| „ 86 F 62 The Hiſtory of Geneſis. 
maul Variety and Choice. He afflicts and caſts them down, - 
that a continual Felicity. and Proſperity might not exalt and 
pouff chem up; and he comforts and ſupports them, leſt they 
| ” © ſhould deſpond and fink under the. Weight of their Cala- 
1 mity and Grief. It exceedingly rended to Jacob's Advantage 
and Good, that he loſt and was deprived for ſome time of his 
Son | Foſeph ; and it was of great Benefit to Joſeph, that he 
was feparated and parted from his Father; becauſe they re- 
ceived by their Reunion, that fulneſs and abundance of To 4 
as obliterated and ras'd out all their paſt Sorrows and Di 
tisfactions. But on the other fide, if Jacob's Children were 
ot ſome time well uſed and kindly treated by the Egyptians, 
+ this: unfaithful: and ungrateful People made them afterwards 
Experience, all that a brutal Inhumanity and Cruelty could 
inſpire into Men, barbarous, and Enemies of God. For E- 
bt, ſay the Fathers, that is the World, is always afraid of 
tie true Iſraelites. Whatever Careſſes and friendly Wel- 
domes they entertain them at firſt with, they ought never to 
truſt them, or put the leaſt Confidence in their Blandiſhment; 
they call to mind, and always acknowledg, either ſooner or la- 
ter, that their Coming thither was moſt unlucky and offenſive 
do them, even when they were conſtrained by an urgent and 
inevitable Neceſſity; and they find, as St. Bernard ſaith, that 
che Famine and Hunger which enforceth our going into Egypt, 
= is always to be dreaded and feared, 
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Jacob Bleſſings to his Sons. His Death. 
Gen. chap. 48, 49. 
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Js having lived peaceably i in Rope ſeven- 
teen Years, and feen his Family flburiſh, Tear 8 :the 
and multiply both-in Lands and Poſſelom and World” 234 3. 2 2 ny 
4 numerous Iſſue, and ſeeing the time drew £05.52." 47, 
nigb that be muſt die,” and go to that G h had. fed um at. XA 
_ bis Life long to that day, and to the Angel of the 3 Dolly "uy 
had redeemed him From all- Evi; he now thinks it a a ge 
time for making his laſt Will and Teſtament: in 
which he ſends for i Foeps to come do kim, a. Hoke, 24 
8 a Te 9 bis Inrerment or Burial 4 yo 
neceffary Preamible fore he obiges Joſeph. by an Oath, .. 
thar Wy ſhould' not -bury Him in Echt, Bur carry him iure wo 
Caman tu the” Burying-place of bis Farhers. This 22 ge- 4 
eee gt * — FE 1 


4 8 — 
the a, 


he Fiiſtory e enelis. 
Faith in God's Promiſes touching the Land of Canaan, and 
for a Teſtimony of his Communion with the other Pattiarchs, 
in expectat ion of the heavenly Life, of which this Country 

- was a Figure., And ſecondly, for an Inſtigation to his Poſte- 
riry, not to ſettle their minds in Egypt, but to aſpire to the 
true Place of Reſt and Eſtabliſhment of the Church. Foſeph 
having aſſured him by the Obligation of an Oath, that he 
would perform this Will of his Father to the utmoſt, Jacob 
rejoices ; and being not able to riſe out of his Bed, as the 
Scripture obſerves, he bowed himſelf upon the Bed's Head; that 
is, he ſers himſelf in a Poſture of ſuch as worſhip, bending 
his Body, or lying forwards upon the Bed, to give thanks to 
God for all his former Benefits, but eſpecially for thoſe his 
Spiritual and Everlaſting ones which he apprehended by Faith 
in this laſt Failing of all his Strengen. | 4* ont 

Some ſhort time after, Jacob drawing near to his Death, 

_ and his Weakneſs increaſing daily; 25 advertiſed of, it, 
_ to viſit his dying Father, and brings his two Sons with 


Ifrael underſtanding the coming of his Son, is as it were 
revived at ſuch welcome News, and gathers freſh Strength at 
the ſight of fo dear a Viſitant, and tits up in his Bed to re- 
ceive him. He recounts and reckons up a ſhort Catalogue of 
God's gracious Dealing, with him. He tells him ot the Bleſ- 
fing God had promiſed him, as a part, or an effe&of -which 
be acknowledged N Iſſue ro be; and that therefore fince 
he had received à Right from God in the Land of Canaan, 
he might by a. ſpecial Authority diſpoſe of ir. Wherefore 
Aich he, thy two Sons, Munaſſeh and Ephraim, ſhall be mine, 
even as Reuben and Simeon are mine. I adopt them for mine 
Heirs, to an equal ſhare with my own Children, and will have 
each of them to be a ſeveral Head of a Tribe: But as for 
the Iſſue which thou begetteſt after them, they only ſhall be 
beld in the number of thy Children, and my Grand-Chil- 
dren, and ſhall. not be ſeveral Tribes, but muſt join either 
with Manaſſeh or Ephraim, and carry the Name of it, and 
have a part amongſt them, as if they were their Children. 
1 going on in his relating the Burying of Rachel at Beth... 
ebem, of a ſudden looking about, and ſpying Joseph's two. 


Dre 
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E Sons, breaks off His Diſcourſe ta him, and asks Who the 
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puts himſelf and them in a humble and reverend Poſture, te 


* | The Hiſtory of Geneſis. _ 99 
be commands him to preſent them to him for his Bleſſing 31 '-.. . 3 
. and after having kindly embraced them, and -admired the 
Gaodneſs of God in not only, giving him an Opportunity ot 
ſeeing his ſuppoſed loſt Son, but alſo ro behold his hopeſul 
Iſſue, he prepares himſel to give them his Benediction. But 
ofeph judging his Sons nor rightly placed ro receive his 
leſſing, brings them from between his Father's Knees, and 


recetve - the Prophetical and Parriarchal Bleſſing of his Fa- 
ther. This he did, thinking he had done for tlie beſt ; but 
Cod only wiſe had otherwiſe ordered it. For whereas out of 
that natural Affection which Fathers bear to their firſt born, 
he had placed Manaſſen before Ephraim toward . IſraePs tight 
Hand, intending the Bleſſing for him firſt in right of his 
Primogeniture; Jacob retuſes ſo to do, and prefers the Loun. 
ger betore the Elder, to ſhew that God's Grace is not tied to 
any Order of Nature; and that Man's Dignity is not b/ß 
Works of Nature, but Grace and Election. And therefore 
guiding his hands wittingly, according to that divine Inſpira- 
tion by which he was led, he lays his right hand on Ephraim, 
and his left on Manaſſeb's Head, and gives them his Bleſſing in 
FTT | 8 
God, that provided for me all things neceſſary in all my Wants, . } 
guided and protec fed me; And Chriſt the Angel of the Covengnt,. 
the Son of God, who redeemed me from all Evil, bleſs the | 
Lads, And left any ſhould think it a Prejudice to them, that 
they were born in Egypt, and of an Egyptian Mother, let them | 
bear the Name of us Patriarchs, as our lawful Children, 'not ©! 
only according to the Fleſh, but alſo according to the Promiſe, ß 
which they ſhall be Heirs. ET EN 
Having thus pronounced this Bleſſing, he direQs his Speech 
to Foſeph, and tells him, with an aſſured Faith, chat he muſt 
now die; and after my Death, God, ſaith he, ſhall in his ap- 
pointed time bring your Poſterity back again into» the Land 
of Canaan, of which he hath promiſed and given a right to 


your Fore-fathers, and where they have dwelr as in their 
own Country. And to thee my Son, beſides the two parts I 
have affigned ts thy Pofterity, in the Diviſun of the Land, I d 
order that Ephraim thy-elder ſhall have mateover Sichem, s - 
| the Country belonging thereto, which by right of War, T att . 

of, being  conguered by my two To Simeon and Lexi, milked 
? : * hy . Js « 55 N b OY | | | r 2 s Ry 1 ; F 4 
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þ- wenged the Violence dine to my Daughter. 3 
Jacob having made an end of his Conference with Foſep! 
© Wa bleſſed his Sons Ephraim and Manaſſeh, finding his Spirits 
decaying, and knowing that Death was juft at che Door, or- 
© ders his twelve Sons to aſſemble themſelves befote him, that 
he might tell them what ſhould be fal them in the laſt days: gt 
after he had bid them to hear nor only with their out ward 
Ears, but to hearken with the utmoſt intention of rheir Mind, 
retention of Memory, and of practice too, he addrefles him- 
ſeif ro each of them ſeverally in Words to this Effect. 
Reuben, Thou waft my firſt-born, begotten in the Flower of my 
Age and of my Strength; and by that right of Elerſhip, thou 
hadſt the Excellency or the Superiority of commanding thy Bre- 
thren, and the Honour of the Prieſtbaad, and the Prerogative 
of the double Portion: But now through thine abominable Au- 
ceſt thou haſt loft that natural Right thou hadſt; and I go. by my 
Patriarchal Authority deprive thee of thy right of Elderſbip ; 
2. Jt 424 thy Degree and Dignity of Firſt- born is quite vba- 
4 mſbed. JI wn | N e 
Simeqg «nd Levi, Nu are Brethren indeed, no Teſs in Iniquity 
than in Nature, As you were born of one Mother, ſo were your 
Wills united in committing Cruelty and Barbarity. God forbid 
that I or any body elſe ſhould have approved your Perfigioyſneſs, 
in Thought vr Word habe had any part in your bloody Counſels, 
— Enterprizes and Executions. In your own Paſſion, without any 
 tawjiul Power, or any Inforeement, which ſhould” juſtify taking up - 
Arms, you utterly defirozed a whale City, from top to bottom, with- 
= ot. diftinfiion of Age, Sex or Innocency. For a Puniſhment of 
= th your accurſed League and Union, I decree. your Poſterity to le 
= ſcattered amongſt other Tribes, in the Diviſion of the Land of 
= Canaan. ; | TT OTE 
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whereas in ſome other Lands Countrymen lie their Aſſet 40 yi | 
ſhall be ſo plentiful in thy Land, that ant - 
ſball hardly find any uſeleſs Plant or Buſh to tie an Aſs unto. Ja- 
cob hereby ſigniſy ing, that where Chriſt is fer up in the Power 
and Purity of his- Ordinances, there is uſually 
all inwaxd Comforts and Contentments. 
Zebulon, Thou ſhalt dwell at the Haven of the Sea, and tu 
ſbalt be for a Haven of Ships, and thy, Dominion 
ſelf wide even unto Sidon. Tho thou mayeſt for a time fit i. 
Darkneſs, yet than ſhalt ſee-a great Light 
Chrijt, ſhall come into thy Border, | 
Iflachar, Thou ſhalt be a ſtrong and mighty Nation, but com- 
 ardly and ſlow in its Enterprixes, and wilt be baſe to ſubmit thy 
ſelf ta the Toke of $lawery, or any hard Canditions for a quiet 
Life. This was verified in the Sequel, for Iſachar's Lot fell 
in Galilee. And thoſe People being generally look'd &o 
as poor, low ſpirited, vile People, ir became a proverbi 
Qu 


them we can find 


2 Confluence of 


ſhall-extend it 
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eſtion, Doth any Good come out of Galilee > The beſt k 


the Scriprure, were thoſe that Da : 


cauſe they had underſtanding of the times, 


fo know what Iſrael ought to do, 1 Chron, 12. 32. But for A. 


on, irſeems they were heavy- pirited, dull-meral'd Men, 
Pan, Thou, as thy Name ſignifies, ſhalt be 4 Julk, s 


Halt have thy Tribe within thy own Furiſdidion and Govern 2 


inent. 


And ance thou haſt this Honour, to ſit in a Seat of f 
licature, ſpare not the Great for Might, nor the Poor for = 


This I am aſſured, thou wilt be 4 crafty People, who\ ſb Ne 
ceed more by Tricks and Deceits than open Strength; Thou n 


be a Serpent by the Way, and an Adder in the Path. Ff Y 


thou canſt not out-fight thine Enemies, thou wilt out-wit hen. 1 


Scarce had Jacob uttered theſe words, but he ſud 

- into this Ejaculation, 7 have waited for thy $a 
Which, ſay the Fathers, was an Effect of chat trembl 

on which the Foreſight of che Detection of this-. 

dalatry, and the many Miſerys chat would: atrend 
cauſed in him, and fram which none 

deliver and reſtore them; and. chereſor 
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. Millage and prey upon them again; fulfilled in 1 Chron. 5. 18, 

19, 20. ö 9 jt _ 

q "Aſher, Thou ſhalt haue abundance of all the 'moſt excellent 
things: fit for the Life of Man, growing in thy own Country; 
thou ſbalt' have affluence of ſuch Dainties, which ſhall be proper 
4 = * Tables of the greateſt Monarchs and Potentates in 

e World. © | g | 4 

Nephthali, Thou, like a tame Hind, which needs no Watch, mr 
locking up, ſhalt be a Nation of à quick and ready Wit, yet cour- 


teous and loving, without any Galt or Offence to others. Poſſeſs + : 


thou the Weſt and the South, and be thou full of the Bleſſing of 


#he Lord. Whence we ſee how much good Words do ingra- 


tiate with God and Man. | 

Joſesh, Thou haſt ever been the Son of my Love, and thy early 
Firtue endeared thee to me. Thou ever behavedſt thy ſelf as 4 
d ut iful and obedient Son, and wouldft never ſuffer the evil De- 
meanor of. thy Brethren to have any Influence upon thee. Thou 
- haſt bin the Mark at which too many unjuſt Perſecutions have 
bin ſhot. Thy barbarous Brethren ſold thee ; thy adulterous 
Miſtreſs hunted for thy precious Life; and thy injurious Maſter, 
without any deſert of thine, impriſoned thee. Thus have 55 

Archers ſhot ar thee, but thy Bow abode in ſtrength; God's 
| Grace, Providence, and unchangeable Decree would not permit 


dem to hurt thee, for be always raiſed thee up to be greater and 


I. 


bappier, for the Relief of his Church in the extremity of Fa- 
mme. Let the Gifts and Favours I have received from God, and 
wherein I have abounded above my Progenitors, as well in reſpect 
ef the great: number of Children God has given me, as in regard 
they are all admitted to be of the bleſſed Seed, beſides all thoſe 
other. wonderful temporal Bleſſings wherewith God hath enriched 
me, let them be all on thy Head, As I received them through 
God's Bleſſing, ſo I dv wiſh them on thee, through my Bleſſing, 
©, which I aſſure my ſelf God will ratify. 


. Fs gevinit the Prey, and at Night thou 7 * divide the Spoil. 
Da delt be the Father of a Tribe, which ſhall be of a Warlike 

6 © and Marta! Nature's whoſe Bravery and Cour 
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Benjamin, Thou. ſhalt raven as a Wolf ;, in the Morning thaw ; 


by their Piety and Religion may procure Bleſſings to their 


p The Hiſtory of Genitlis.” b | 10 
is uſually ſtrongeſt and beſt at laſt; irs Motions qui 
when natural Motions are ſloweſt ; moſt ſenſible, when the 


Body begins to be ſenſleſs; moſt lively, when holy Men are 


dying. This is the State of the Diviſion of the twelve  \\ 
Tribes, agreeable to thoſe Giſts God would beſtow upon them 
of which Jacob had ſpoken in this his prophetical Will, 
which God had revealed to him. And having given order 
for the Place of his Burial, he quietly compoſed himſelf a 
it were to ſleep in Jeſus, and was gathered to the general AF 


lſembly and Church of the Firſt- born. Bleſſed, yea thrice 


blefſed are thoſe Children whoſe Father, like Jacob, is bleſſed; 
who tho they want that Spirit of Prophecy Jacob had, yet 


Children, by virtue of God's Promiſe to che Seed of the 
Righteous. 4 Good Man walketh in his Integrity, and bis 
Children ſhall be bleſſed after bim. Amen, 
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